
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 H

a
w

k
e

s
b

u
r

y
 

C
it

y
C

o
u

n
c

il 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 s u p p l e m e n t a r y  

 o r d i n a r y  

 m e e t i n g  

 b u s i n e s s  

 

 p a p e r  

 
 d a t e  o f  m e e t i n g :  2 4  A p r i l  2 0 0 7  

 l o c a t i o n :  c o u n c i l  c h a m b e r s  

 t i m e :  5 : 0 0  p . m .   

 



 

 



ORDINARY MEETING 

Table of Contents 

Meeting Date: 24 April 2007 
 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

ITEM  SUBJECT     PAGE 

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORTS  3 

Item: 80 CP - Floodplain Risk Management Committee - Appointment of New 
Committee Members - (95498, 86589)  

 3 

 

Ordinary - 24 APRIL 2007 



ORDINARY MEETING 

Table of Contents 

Meeting Date: 24 April 2007 
 

Ordinary - 24 APRIL 2007 



ORDINARY MEETING - Supplementary 
Meeting Date: 24 April 2007 

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORTS 

Item: 80 CP - Floodplain Risk Management Committee - Appointment of New Committee 
Members - (95498, 86589)  

 
Previous Item: 224, Special (19 September 2006) 
 
 

REPORT: 

On 19 September 2006 Council resolved that: 
 

"Two additional community representatives be included on the Flood Plain Management 
Committee". 

 
Notices were placed in the Hawkesbury Independent newspaper on 24 October 2006, inviting expressions 
of interest for membership. 
 
Council received three expressions of interest.  The interested persons are: 
 
• Mr William Sneddon, South Windsor 
• Mr Geoffrey Bessell, Wilberforce 
• Mr Frank Scharfe, Vineyard 
 
Council’s Floodplain Risk management Committee (FRMC) considered the applications on 19 February 
2007 and resolved as follows: 
 

The matter of membership be referred to Council for determination. 
 
The matter was reported to the Council meeting of 27 March 2007 where the report was withdrawn for the 
following reason: 
 

This matter was withdrawn by Management from the meeting and will be reported back to Council 
in Closed Session, if permitted under the Local Government Act, after Council has investigated 
exemptions for community members from the Minister. 

 
The matter of reporting to a closed session of Council was considered and found that it is not a matter that, 
under the provisions of the Local Government Act, can be considered in a closed session of Council.  
Whilst the actual applications for membership may be considered to contain personal information, the 
actual consideration of the committee membership is not a matter to be considered in a closed meeting.  
(Copies of the applications may be viewed by Councillors upon request to the Director City Planning.) 
 
At the FRMC of 19 February 2007 the chair of the Committee, Councillor Conolly, requested that any other 
relevant matter relating to membership also be reported to Council. 
 
In response, it is considered that three issues require attention.  These are: 
 
1. Amendment to the FRMC constitution by updating references to Director Environment and 

Development and deletion of reference to Manager Building and Development. 
 
2. Amendment to the FRMC constitution to allow the additional two community members and 

government departments. 
 
3. Attendance of Ms Carolyn Daley and Department Primary Industries at the FRMC meetings 
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Community Membership exemptions from Minister 
 
The matter of pecuniary interests of community members on the Floodplain Risk Management Committee 
(FRMC) was discussed with the Department of Local Government.  The Department representative gave 
the following (verbal) advice.  As the FRMC is an advisory committee it may only make recommendations 
to Council and does not make any formal resolutions/decisions.  The final decision rests with the Council 
itself.  As the community members do not make the final decision in these matters, a formal exemption for 
community members from the Minister, under Section 458 of the Local Government Act 1993, is not 
required.  The exemptions previously obtained for the elected Councillors were required, and have been 
obtained, for that reason.  However, this advice does not preclude all members, including Community 
members, of this Committee, from declaring all interests, pecuniary or otherwise, at the start of each 
meeting of the Floodplain Risk Management Committee. 
 
Issues raised at the FRMC meeting of 19 February 2007 
Issue 1 
 
Throughout the FRMC constitution various references are made to the Director Environment and 
Development.  As a result of restructuring within Council, the Directorate of Environment and Development 
no longer exists.  The Directorate now responsible for supporting the committee is City Planning.  
Accordingly, it is recommended that the references to Director Environment and Development be changed 
to the Director City Planning. 
 
Section 5(c) of the constitution states that the Director may delegate the Manager Building and 
Development as his/her delegate when deemed necessary.  This position has been made redundant. 
Council’s Strategic Planner - Corporate Planner has been attending the FRMC meetings regularly since 
August 2005, is involved in a number of flood related projects affecting Council, and is within the City 
Planning directorate.  It is recommended that the holder of this position be the Director’s delegate when 
deemed necessary. 
 
Issue 2 
 
As a result of Council’s resolution on 19 September 2006 there will now be up to six community 
representatives.  The current constitution at Section 5(a)(ii) allows for four representatives.  It is 
recommended that the constitution be amended to allow for six community representatives. 
 
Section 5(a)(iii) of the constitution allows for four Government departments to be appointed to the 
Committee.  These are State Emergency Services; Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Natural 
Resources; Department of Primary Industries; and Department of Defence. 
 
The Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources has been spilt into two departments 
which are the Department of Planning and the Department of Natural Resources.  Since the split 
representatives from the Department of Natural Resources have continued to attend meetings.  (It should 
be noted that a recent State Government reorganisation has resulted in the Department of Natural 
Resources being split and renamed.  However, the final name had not been finalised at the time of writing 
this report)  Previous contact with representatives from the Department of Planning reveals that the 
Department of Planning wish to continue as a member of the Floodplain Risk Management Committee.  
Furthermore, the Committee has requested the Roads and Traffic Authority to become a member of the 
Committee.  Council is presently waiting a response from the RTA. 
 
It is recommended Section 5(a)(iii) be amended to allow for up to six Government departments to be 
appointed to the Committee.  
 
Issue 3 
 
Section 6(e) (iii) states that members of the Committee shall cease to hold office if absent without prior 
approval of the committee for three consecutive meetings. 
 
The present Committee first met on 14 February 2005 and has had a total of nine meetings.  Ms Carolyn 
Daley has attended one of these meeting, sent apologies for one meeting and has been absent without 
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explanation for seven meetings, including the last four meetings.  Ms Daley is clearly in breach of the 
Committee Constitution.  It is recommended that Council write to Ms Daley to thank her for her initial 
interest in being a member of the Committee, advise her of the terms of the Constitution and advise her 
that her membership is no longer current.  Attempts have been made to contact Ms Daley to discuss this 
course of action, however, at the time of writing this report, no contact had been successful. 
 
If Council supports this course of action regarding Ms Daley's membership, the three applications from 
Messer's Sneddon, Bessell and Scharfe for community membership on the Committee, can be supported. 
 
Should Council not support the proposed course of action with Ms Daley, ie, Ms Daley remains on the 
Committee, then it is recommended that the abovementioned applications for community membership for 
the FRMC be prioritised as follows: 
 
1. Mr Geoffrey Bessell 
2. Mr William Sneddon 
3. Mr Frank Scharfe 
 
(The above priority list has been based on the submitted applications.) 
 
The representative from the Department of Primary Industries has not attended any meetings, however, 
has sent apologies on two occasions.  The representative has recently made contact with Council staff, 
confirmed willingness to attend meetings and provided an updated postal address.  
 
Conformance to Strategic Plan 
 
The proposal is deemed to conform with the objectives set out in Council's Strategic Plan i.e: 
 

"Objective: An informed community working together through strong local and regional 
connections". 

 
Funding 
 
The operation of this committee is funded within existing budgetary allocations. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That: 
 
1. The additional two community members to the Floodplain Risk Management Committee be Mr 

Geoffrey Bessell and Mr William Sneddon. 
 
2. The Constitution of the Floodplain Risk Management Committee be amended as follows: 
 

a. Wherever appearing "Director, Environment and Development”  delete and insert “Director 
City Planning” 

b. Section 5(a)(ii) – before the words “community appointments” delete “Four (4)” and insert “Six 
(6)” 

c. Section 5(a)(iii) – before the words “government departments” delete “Four (4)” and insert “Six 
(6)”, and insert after “Department of Primary Industries”, “RTA, Department of  Planning” 

d. Section 5(c) – after the words “may delegate the”, delete “Manager, Building  and 
Development” and insert “Strategic Planner – Corporate Planner” 

 
3. Council write to Ms Daley to thank her for her initial interest in being a member of the Committee, 

advise her of the terms of the Constitution and advise her that her membership is no longer current.  
Mr Frank Scharfe be appointed to fill this membership vacancy. 
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ATTACHMENTS: 

AT - 1 Current Constitution of Floodplain Risk Management Committee. 
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AT - 1 Current Constitution of Floodplain Risk Management Committee. 
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oooO  END OF REPORT  Oooo 
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