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SECTION 1 - Reports for Determination 

Item: 001 DE - Emergency Planning and Response - (151940, 95495) 
 
Division: Infrastructure 
 
 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT: 

The purpose of this report is to provide an update on flood and emergency management including 
response and impacts from the March/April flood event. Representatives of key agencies including 
Resilience NSW, NSW SES and NSW Police will be available to address the Committee and/or answer 
questions. 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

The Hawkesbury LGA suffered from extensive inundation in the recent flood event.  This affected private 
properties, businesses, agriculture as well as Council managed public infrastructure and assets. 
 
The cleanup and repair process is continuing and assessment of the full financial impact is not yet 
finalised. 
 
At this stage, "After Action Reviews" have not been undertaken, however information has and will continue 
to be collated for those reviews. 
 
Management of the flood impact has now moved largely into the recovery phase and a regional recovery 
committee has now been established.  Council in conjunction with NSW Engineering Services (Public 
Works) is now directly managing the cleanup administration which is anticipated to continue for some 
months. 
 
The review of Council's role and management of emergency response and recovery activities is continuing 
with a draft report currently being finalised by Anne Leadbeater, following workshops and Councillor 
interviews in late 2020. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That: 
 
1. The Committee consider the information in the report relating to Emergency Planning and 

Response 
 
2. Receive the presentations from relevant agencies; and 
 
3. Identify matters for further action or resolution by Council. 

Strip 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
Council at its meeting of 30 March 2021 resolved in part for the Disaster and Emergency Committee to 
provide advice to Council by 4 May 2021 regarding: 
 
• The key learnings from the 2021 Floods 



DISASTER AND EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 
Meeting Date: 14 April 2021 

 

 SECTION 1 Page 8 

• The scale of the damage to Council's assets and resources of recovery funding 
• An updated on the progress of our review of Council's policies, plans and procedures for disaster and 

emergency responses, as resolved on 18 February 2020. 
 
Accordingly this report outlines general information on aspects and status of the flood, response and 
current recovery works. 
 
1. Key learnings from the 2021 floods 
 
Whilst the current commitment of resourcing by Council and agencies is principally directed to ongoing 
cleanup and recovery, there will be a number of "After Action Reviews" undertaken (by agencies and 
Council) to collate the issues and identify any deficiencies or areas that can be improved on in future 
events. 
 
The Committee may wish to identify any issues that can then be listed for consideration in those reviews. 
 
At this stage it is considered too early to identify learnings, and further reports will be prepared for Council 
to consider. 
 
2. Scale of Damage to Council's Assets and Sources of Recovery Funding 
 
The following information on damage is provided (current at time of writing). 
 
NSW SES have undertaken an area wide impact assessment (including private properties). 
 
• Building Impact assessments 3,768 
• Damaged 879 
• Destroyed 61 
• Not Habitable 224 
 
Council managed assets have also suffered significant impacts and damage. 
 
Whilst impact assessment continues the following outlines some of the key assets affected. 
 
Council Buildings 
 
• 43 Buildings were affected 
• 19 Reopened 
• 3 Partially opened 
 
21 have suffered significant damage or have safety issues.  These are estimated to be operational 
progressively over the next six weeks. 
 
Insurance claims will be made for eligible works. 
 
Significantly damaged buildings (including electrical boards and controls) include sports and amenity 
buildings at: 
 
• Colbee Park (3 buildings) 
• Deerubbin Park 
• Bensons Lane (4 buildings) 
 
In a number of cases floodlighting and irrigation systems have been impacted due to inundation and this is 
impacting on grounds use. 
 
Significant damage has also occurred to the Power Boat Clubhouse (Governor Phillip Park), the Lower 
Portland "Ferry Masters Cottage" and Macquarie Park House. 
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Parks/Reserves 
 
Damage has occurred to virtually all riverside parks.  This includes sedimentation, playground damage and 
bank slump/erosion, in addition to amenity building damage.  Key sites affected include: 
 
• Howe Park - Bank slump 
• Governor Phillip Park - Playground 
• Macquarie Park - Playground 
• Hawkesbury Park - Playground 
• Hanna Park - Silts and trees 
• Windsor Wharf - Pontoon, sediments and sewer pump 
 
These facilities were closed for public use due to health and safety risks and lack of operational amenities.  
Works are underway to enable reopening. 
 
Waste Management 
 
No damage to Council's facility at South Windsor occurred and the facility is accepting flood damaged 
waste free of charge currently. 
 
As at 9 April 2021, approximately 700 tonnes of flood waste has been brought to the facility. 
 
Sewer Assets 
 
A number of sewer pump stations and other infrastructure was damaged by inundation including 
electricals, access roads and fencing. 
 
Of significance is the significant bank slumping adjacent to a pump station at Cornwallis Road/Greenway 
Crescent.  This structure is at risk should further major rainfall occur, however geotechnical works are 
being expedited to secure the station. 
 
Road and Civil Infrastructure 
 
Significant/notable damage has occurred at: 
 
• Freemans Reach Road (currently being repaired) 
• Cornwallis Road flood structure 
• Greens Road - two major slips - road closed due to risk 
• Tizzana Road, Ebenezer - road slips 
• Upper Colo bridge - damaged/destroyed 
• Grose Vale Road - land slip (cleared currently) 
• Footbridge Deerubin Park - handrailing 
• Terrace Road, North Richmond - slip (now repaired) 
 
Council staff are continuing to assess the road network with both Council staff and contractors undertaking 
repairs and inspections across the network. 
 
Funding 
 
Many of Council's assets including buildings are insured and claims will be made against policies in the 
first instance. 
 
Under the Natural Disaster Funding arrangements Council is eligible to claim for urgent restoration an 
repair works to road and drainage infrastructure and documentation has been maintained to enable claims.  
Larger restoration projects will also be lodged for assessment and approval. 
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A number of other restorations particularly of parks are generally not eligible for disaster funding and these 
works will, where possible, be met from operational budgets.  At this stage it is not possible to put a reliable 
figure on the damages sustained to public assets.  
 
3. Update on Review of Policies, Plans and Procedures for disaster and emergency response 
 
Council on 9 November 2020 received a briefing on Emergency Management from Anne Leadbeater 
The briefing included discussion on the following: 
 
• Briefing on Emergency Management legislative requirements from State through to the local level 
• Outlined the emergency management planning process; including local planning undertaken e.g. Local 

Emergency Management Plan, Hawkesbury-Nepean Valley Flood Emergency Plan, and committees 
such as Local Emergency Management Committee, Bush Fire Management Committee, Floodplain 
Management Committee 

• Discussed the roles and responsibilities of relevant stakeholders involved in Emergency Management 
• Discussed the variety of projects Council is currently undertaking to prepare for an emergency e.g. 

Disaster and Emergency Dashboard, advocating for improved telecommunications and electricity 
supply west of the river, improved infrastructure to support the community in the event of an 
evacuation, improved Fire Control facilities, improved access to information such as building impact 
assessments, recovery cleanup activities and traffic cameras. 

 
Following on from this initial briefing Councillors were provided with an opportunity to discuss individual 
emergency management concerns with facilitator Anne Leadbeater. 
 
Ms Leadbeater is in the process of finalising the draft report based on discussions to date which will guide 
the need for a further briefing with Councillors regarding emergency management resilience, planning, 
response and recovery processes at Council. 
 
 
 

oooO  END OF REPORT  Oooo 
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Item: 002 DE - Floodplain Management Matters - (151940, 95498)  
 
Division: City Planning 
 
 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT: 

The purpose of this report is to respond to the referral from Council to the Disaster and Emergency 
Committee of various floodplain management matters. 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

Council at its Ordinary Meeting on 9 February 2021 referred various floodplain management matters to the 
Disaster and Emergency Committee for consideration, including: 
 

• Richmond Bridge Duplication Project 
• Power Supply and Closure of Bridges 
• Floodplain Risk Management Plan 2012 and Grant Applications 
• Warragamba Dam Wall. 

 
An update on the current status of these matters has been provided for discussion and consideration by 
the Disaster and Emergency Committee. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Disaster and Emergency Committee: 
 
1. Consider the Richmond Bridge Duplication Project further following the release of the Preferred 

Option Report by Transport for NSW. 
 
2. Recommend that Council advocate with all relevant agencies and organisations for resilience 

planning of infrastructure networks during flood events. 
 
3. Consider the matter of closure of bridges when further amendments are proposed to the 

Hawkesbury-Nepean Flood Emergency Sub Plan. 
 
4. Recommend the formation of a working group to the Committee to act as an advisory group for 

Council’s grant funded floodplain management projects in accordance with the NSW Floodplain 
Development Manual. 

 
5. Consider the Warragamba Dam Wall matter further following the release of the Environmental 

Impact Statement by Water NSW. 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Council has referred a number of floodplain management matters to the Disaster and Emergency 
Committee for consideration, including: 
 

• Richmond Bridge Duplication Project 
• Power Supply and Closure of Bridges 
• Floodplain Risk Management Plan 2012 and Grant Applications 
• Warragamba Dam Wall. 
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DISCUSSION 
 
Richmond Bridge Duplication Project:  
 
The Australian and NSW Governments have allocated $250 million to deliver traffic improvements 
including an additional bridge between Richmond and North Richmond. Investigations into the various 
corridor options to be considered as part of this project commenced in 2018. 
 
In November 2019, Transport for NSW presented various options to the community that were under 
consideration as part of the investigations. A copy of the Transport for NSW Community update – route 
investigation from November 2019 is included as Attachment 1. 
 
Transport for NSW are currently finalising the Preferred Option Report which had originally been planned 
to be released in early 2021. At this stage, a date for the release of the Preferred Option Report is 
unknown, but when it is released, Transport for NSW have indicated an intention to engage widely with the 
community on the preferred option at that time. 
 
The most recent update on the Transport for NSW website with respect to the project is that they are 
currently undertaking surveys and ground investigations along Londonderry Road. As detailed on the 
Transport for NSW website these investigations will assist in designing potential safety improvements 
between The Driftway and Vines Street as part of the Richmond Bridge and traffic improvements project. 
The works include, ground surveying, surveying to locate above and below ground utilities and road 
surface investigations including drilling. 
 
It is considered that when the Preferred Option Report is released for comment by Transport for NSW, that 
the Disaster and Emergency Committee consider this matter further. 
 
Recommendation 1 – That the Disaster and Emergency Committee consider the Richmond Bridge 
Duplication Project further following the release of the Preferred Option Report by Transport for NSW. 
 
Power Supply and Closure of Bridges: 
 
Power Supply West of the River 
 
Based on advice from the former Floodplain Risk Management Advisory Committee, Council had 
previously written to Endeavour Energy seeking clarification of the impacts to power supply during flood 
events, and in particular west of the Hawkesbury River.  
 
Additionally, based on recommendations of the former Floodplain Risk Management Advisory Committee, 
Council had sought clarification regarding whether any areas of the Hawkesbury Local Government Area 
had access to power supply from the west of the Hawkesbury River (e.g. Mount Piper) and if so, which 
areas.    
 
A presentation was provided by Endeavour Energy to the former Infrastructure Committee on 18 April 
2018. A copy of that presentation - Electricity Infrastructure for the Hawkesbury, provided information of 
probable power supply impacts to certain suburbs in the Hawkesbury Local Government Area at various 
flood levels, as well as other information. A copy of that presentation is included as Attachment 2. 
 
Council has recently adopted the Hawkesbury Net Zero Emissions and Water Efficiency Strategy which 
includes as one of the six key strategies: 
 

1. A more resilient and renewable powered grid 
 
Amongst other actions in this regard, the Strategy includes collaboration and forming a partnership with 
Endeavour Energy to look at network opportunities including grid scale storage for solar PV. 

 
During the exhibition stage of the Strategy, a series of initial meetings were held with Endeavour Energy to 
start the process of exploring such partnership opportunities.   
 



DISASTER AND EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 
Meeting Date: 14 April 2021 

 

 SECTION 1 Page 13 

It should also be noted that based on advice from the former Floodplain Risk Management Advisory 
Committee that Council had applied for funding through the NSW State Governments Floodplain 
Management Grants Program for a series of grants, including: 
 
Secondary flooding impacts and resilience planning in Hawkesbury Local Government Area. 

 
The objectives of the proposed Project were to: 

 
o Evaluate potential risks for interruption of services during flooding events 
o Assess flooding exposure and risk at townships not directly affected by floodwater and 

develop heat maps 
o Provide an integrated assessment of services continuity under flooding events and evaluate 

risk profiles due to service interruptions 
o Undertake stakeholder consultation and engagement planning which includes service 

providers, the SES, Resilience NSW, DPIE and others 
o Integrate with Council’s Net Zero Emission Strategy in implementing service continuity 

through local resilience during flooding events 
o Streamline the assessment of risk profiles and the performance of essential services, and 

optimising the resources and investments 
o Identify opportunities for the maintenance of service continuity during flooding events under 

baseline conditions and projected scenarios 
o Prioritise works for resilience planning based on risks and vulnerabilities, and communicating 

these to relevant service providers 
 

Note – It was considered that Council is in a better position to evaluate risks and communicate the 
issues to service providers to improve service resilience. This would allow Council to undertake an 
integrated assessment of secondary risks and work with other service providers. 
 
Council was advised that the application for grant funding was unsuccessful for the following 
reasons: 
 
o Didn’t align with the NSW Floodplain Management Program 
o Core asset management responsibilities are for Council 
o Core asset management responsibilities are for service providers (such as water, power etc.) 
o Resilience NSW may be able to assist Council in addressing these issues. 

 
Based on further discussion with the NSW Floodplain Management Grants team, it was decided 
not to pursue a further application for grant funding in this respect as part of the most recent round 
of funding given it was considered unlikely to be successful.  

 
Recommendation 2 – That the Disaster and Emergency Committee recommend that Council advocate with 
all relevant agencies and organisations for resilience planning of infrastructure networks during flood 
events. 
 
Closure of Bridges 
 
The closure of bridges during flood events, and particularly timing/trigger points for these closures is a 
complicated issue, and depends on numerous variables and assessment of potential risks. It was a matter 
raised by the former Floodplain Risk Management Advisory Committee on a number of occasions, with the 
aim of obtaining a greater level of understanding in the community as to timing and trigger points for 
closures so that residents could prepare and act according to the timing of these closures. 
 
The most recent report to the former Floodplain Risk Management Advisory Committee in this respect was 
in September 2020 where the recently updated Hawkesbury-Nepean Flood Emergency Sub Plan prepared 
by the State Emergency Service was discussed. 
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The Sub Plan sets out the multi-agency arrangements for the emergency management of flooding affecting 
the Hawkesbury-Nepean Valley, and contains a series of related documents, including: 
 
• Hawkesbury-Nepean Flood Emergency Sub Plan  
• Annex A – Hazard and Risk in the Hawkesbury-Nepean Valley 
• Annex B – Flood Warning Gauges 
• Annex C – Sectors, Sub Sectors and Strategy selection considerations 
• Annex D – Evacuation Management Arrangements 
• Annex E – Flood Rescue Arrangements 
• Annex F – Resupply Arrangements 
• Annex G – Dam Emergency Arrangements 
• Annex H – Managing Transport Impacts 
 
For the purpose of addressing the specific matter of bridge closures, Annex H of the Sub Plan has been 
included as Attachment 3. 
 
During the September 2020 meeting of the Floodplain Risk Management Advisory Committee, it was noted 
that the Sub Plan was released in June 2020, and that the updated version has consolidated evacuation 
management to show the sequence and managing road networks. 
 
It was also highlighted that Annex C (Sectors) and Annex D (Evacuation Management Arrangements) will 
be amended, with a fairly extensive revision to the sub-sectors expected. It was also outlined that as new 
information becomes available amendments will be made on a more regular basis rather than every five 
years as has previously been the case. 
 
Discussion also took place regarding the timing of closure of bridges in the Hawkesbury during flood 
events, noting that Annex H (Managing Transport Impacts) provides further details in respect. A 
representative from the SES explained that the timing for closure of bridges is highly dependent on the 
conditions at the time, noting that each flood is different, and factoring in a number of considerations 
including debris in the river. 
 
It was also noted that Annex H (Managing Transport Impacts) currently reflects the old Windsor Bridge, but 
will be updated given that the new Windsor Bridge is operational. 
 
Recommendation 3 – That the Disaster and Emergency Committee consider the matter of closure of 
bridges when further amendments are proposed to the Hawkesbury-Nepean Flood Emergency Sub Plan. 
 
Floodplain Risk Management Plan 2012 and Grant Applications: 
 
As outlined in numerous Strategies and documents, the Hawkesbury-Nepean Valley has one of the most 
significant flood risk exposures within Australia.  The risks to both property and people resulting from 
flooding in the Valley have been recognised for some time.  Following the establishment of the 
Hawkesbury-Nepean Flood Management Advisory Committee in 1997, the Hawkesbury-Nepean 
Floodplain Management Strategy was prepared under the guidance of the State Government.  The 
Strategy was developed to enable all levels of government and the wider community to recognise more 
fully, and respond more appropriately to the flood risks in the Valley. 
 
An important outcome of the Hawkesbury-Nepean Floodplain Management Strategy was a Regional 
Floodplain Management Study which provided tools to assist each council in the Valley develop its own 
local floodplain risk management plans.  This included preparation of a flood hazard definition tool and a 
set of best practice guidelines covering land use planning, subdivision and building on flood prone land. 
 
The Hawkesbury Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan 2012 built on the significant work 
undertaken at that stage at the regional level.  Although the Council of the day in 2012 did not adopt the 
town planning section of the Hawkesbury Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan 2012, the Plan was 
prepared to advance local floodplain management initiatives including the revision of local planning policies 
and the provision of advice to Hawkesbury City Council and the State Government concerning the 
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evacuation risk exposure of future development proposals. Council prepared and  adopted the new Flood 
Policy 2020 based on these considerations.  
 
Since the completion of the Hawkesbury Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan 2012, Infrastructure 
NSW has developed and released the Hawkesbury-Nepean Regional Flood Study in 2019. The 
Infrastructure NSW Regional Flood Study represents the best available data and information with respect 
to flooding on a regional basis within the Hawkesbury-Nepean Valley.  Infrastructure NSW is also currently 
undertaking further flood modelling work and is preparing a 2D Flood Model for the Hawkesbury-Nepean 
Valley. 
 
Given these new flood studies and data, plus the fact that the Hawkesbury Floodplain Risk Management 
Study and Plan 2012 was approaching 10 years since its preparation, Council applied for and was 
successful in obtaining funding under the NSW Floodplain Management Grants Program to review the 
Hawkesbury Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan 2012. 
 
At the same time, Council also applied for and was also successful in obtaining funding to undertake a 
Flood Study and Flood Risk Management Study and Plan for the Macdonald and Colo Rivers, Greens and 
Webbs Creek. 
 
NSW flood planning policy provides for best practice in terms of such studies and plans, and how they are 
undertaken as highlighted below: 
 
Flood Prone Land Policy 
 
The primary objective of the NSW Governments Flood Prone Land Policy is to reduce the impact of 
flooding and flood liability on individual owners and occupiers of flood prone land, and to reduce private 
and public losses resulting from floods. 
 
The Flood Prone Land Policy identifies that management of flood prone land is primarily the responsibility 
of Council. 

 
The Floodplain Development Manual was developed to provide the framework for the implementation of 
the NSW Government’s Flood Prone Land Policy to achieve its primary objective. 
 
Legislation and Liabilities 
 
A council does not incur any liability under Section 733 of the Local Government Act 1993 for advice 
furnished in good faith relating to the likelihood of any land being flooded or the nature or extent of any 
such flooding.  This applies to a range of planning and development decisions including the preparation or 
making of an environmental planning instrument, including a planning proposal, or a development control 
plan, or the granting or refusal of consent to a development application, or the determination of an 
application for a complying certificate, and the imposition of any condition in relation to development 
applicaions. It also applies to advice furnished in planning certificates and any other thing done or omitted 
to be done in the exercise of a council’s functions under the Local Government Act 1993 or any other Act. 
This indemnity applies to the council, councillors, and council staff. 
 
Council is, unless the contrary is proved, taken to have acted in good faith for the purposes of Section 733 
if the advice was furnished, or the thing was done or omitted to be done substantially in acordance with the 
principles contained in the Floodplain Development Manual (2005). 
 
Floodplain Development Manual (2005) 
 
In terms of the Floodplain Development Manual: 
 

• The Floodplain Development Manual provides best practice guidance for the management of 
floodplains in NSW 
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• The Manual supports the NSW Government’s Flood Prone Land Policy by providing for the 
development of sustainable strategies for managing human occupation and use of the floodplain 
considering best practice risk management principles 

 
• State Agencies have a lead role in the development of regional strategies and plans under the 

EP&A Act. (DP&E, OEH, INSW, SES) e.g. the Hawkesbury-Nepean Flood Risk Management 
Strategy 

 
• The most effective means of achieving sound flood risk management outcomes is to formulate and 

implement management plans 
 

• The Manual provides a guideline for the preparation and implementation of floodplain risk 
management plans 
 

• As part of the process of developing floodplain risk management plans, the Manual requires the 
formation of a Floodplain Risk Management Committee in accordance with Appendix D of the 
Manual attached as Attachment 4. 
 

Floodplain Risk Management Committee 
 
Given the complexity and range of issues to be addressed in the process of developing floodplain risk 
management plans, the Committee needs to be able to coordinate and disseminate the interests, advice 
and expertise available from State and Commonwealth Government agencies and the local community.  
The expertise necessary to address the diverse issues involved need to be drawn from a variety of 
sources, including: 

 
• The local council itself (both elected representatives and council staff); 
• The local community 
• Key industry groups; 
• Environmental interest groups; 
• State and Commonwealth Government Agencies; and 
• Specialist consultants, as engaged. 

 
The Floodplain Development Manual identifies that local community representatives would include local 
flood affected landholders (residential and business), relevant industry bodies (eg the chamber of 
commerce), and environmental groups.  Community representatives play an important role in: 
 

• Linking the committee and the local community 
• Providing historical advice on local problems and perceived solutions 
• Considering the implications of matters that impact on the local community 
• Facilitating formal representations to the committee on behalf of the public. 

 
The local community, both flood prone and otherwise, has a key role to play in the development, 
implementation and success of a management plan.  If it is to be accepted and successful, it is essential 
that clear and concise communications flow between the committee and the community so that affected 
individuals and community groups can ‘have their say’ and learn of their roles and responsibilities. 
 
Summary 
 
To minimise Councils liabilities relating to flooding, Flood Studies and Floodplain Risk Management Plans 
undertaken by Council, should be carried out in accordance with the Floodplain Development Manual.  In 
this regard, the process required to be followed by the Manual includes the establishment of a Committee 
that includes representation from the local community and other public/government agencies. 
 
Given the importance of floodplain risk management in the Hawkesbury, engagement with the community 
will contribute to the acceptance and success of any floodplain risk management plan.  This may be better 
facilitated if the community is involved in the process including through representation on the Committee. 
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In order to ensure compliance with the NSW Floodplain Development Manual it is recommended that a 
working group be formed of the required members to act as an advisory group to Council’s grant funded 
floodplain management projects. 
 
Recommendation 4 – That the Disaster and Emergency Committee recommend the formation of a working 
group to the Committee to act as an advisory group for Council’s grant funded floodplain management 
projects in accordance with the NSW Floodplain Development Manual. 
 
Warragamba Dam Wall:  
 
Outcome 2 of the Hawkesbury-Nepean Valley Flood Risk Management Strategy (Resilient Valley Resilient 
Communities) prepared by Infrastructure NSW (Attachment 5) includes: 
 

Reduced flood risk in the Valley by raising Warragamba Dam wall 
 
Final design will be completed and approvals obtained for the raising Warragamba Dam wall by 14 metres 
to significantly reduce and mitigate flood risk. 
 
As outlined in the Resilient Valley, Resilient Communities Strategy, in developing the Flood Strategy, it was 
identified that raising the Warragamba Dam wall by 14 metres was a cost effective measure for reducing 
flood damages and risk to life. This measure will result in around 75% reduction in the damages expected 
from floods on average each year, and significantly reduce the risk to life from flood events.  
 
As outlined in the Resilient Valley, Resilient Communities Strategy, actions to be undertaken in this regard 
include: 
 

• Complete detailed design and costing for the raising of Warragamba Dam wall by 14 metres for 
flood mitigation (Water NSW) 

• Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement — this will include community consultation and 
detailed assessment of the potential environmental impacts from construction and ongoing 
operation (Water NSW) 

• Submit environmental and planning approvals — the environmental and planning approval for 
raising the dam wall will also be referred to the Australian Government under the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Water NSW) 

• Submit a final business case for raising the dam wall to the NSW Government (Infrastructure 
NSW). 

 
As outlined by Water NSW, environmental assessment for the Warragamba Dam Raising project 
commenced in late 2017. The studies and survey underway will provide important data for the 
Environmental Impact Statement which will be made available for public review and comment.  
 
The Environmental Impact Statement is being prepared in accordance with the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979 and the NSW Department of Planning and Environment Secretary’s 
Environmental Assessment Requirements. 
 
Additionally, the project has been declared a Controlled Action under the Australian Government 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 due to the likely impact on matters of 
national environmental significance including: 
 

• World Heritage properties (the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area and National Heritage 
Place) 

• National Heritage places 
• Listed threatened species and communities. 

 
It is expected that the Environmental Impact Statement will be completed and publicly exhibited towards 
mid 2021, although no set date has been confirmed at this stage. 
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Given the above, it is considered that when the Environmental Impact Statement is released for comment 
by Water NSW, that the Disaster and Emergency Committee consider this matter further. 
 
Recommendation 5 – That the Disaster and Emergency Committee consider the Warragamba Dam Wall 
matter further following the release of the Environmental Impact Statement by Water NSW. 
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 
A number of these matters discussed in this report relate to Strategies undertaken by other 
agencies/organisation, and as such they do not require community consultation under Council’s 
Community Engagement Policy. 
 
Matters such as the floodplain management projects that Council has secured grant funding for will require 
extensive community engagement. 
 
CONFORMANCE TO THE HAWKESBURY COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 2017-2036 
 
The proposal is consistent with the following Focus Area, Directions and Strategy within the Community 
Strategic Plan 2017-2036. 
 
Our Community 
 
2.1     Community safety is improved 
 
          2.1.1  Meet the needs of our community through effective flood, fire and other natural disaster  
                    management plans that promote the protection of life, property and infrastructure. 
          2.1.2  Make the Hawkesbury a friendly place where people feel safe. 
 
2.4     Community wellbeing and local services 
 
         2.4.1   Work in partnership with government and community organisations to improve services           
                    and facilities for disadvantaged and vulnerable groups, and to build stronger and more    
                    cohesive communities. 
         2.4.2   Provide flexible services that can adapt to changing community needs and service  
                    demands. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
There are no financial implications applicable to this report. 
 
FIT FOR THE FUTURE STRATEGY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Does not align with a Fit for The Future Strategy.  
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
AT – 1 Transport for NSW – Richmond Bridge Duplication Community Update Route Investigation 

November 2019. 
 
AT - 2 Endeavour Energy Electricity Infrastructure Presentation 18 April 2018. 
 
AT – 3 Annex H Managing Transport Impacts – Hawkesbury-Nepean Flood Emergency Sub Plan - 

(Distributed under separate cover). 
 
AT – 4 Appendix D Floodplain Development Manual (2005). 
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AT – 5 Infrastructure NSW - Resilient Valley Resilient Communities Strategy 2017 - (Distributed under 
separate cover). 
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AT – 1 Transport for NSW – Richmond Bridge Duplication Community Update Route Investigation 
November 2019 
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AT - 2 Endeavour Energy Electricity Infrastructure Presentation 18 April 2018 
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AT – 4 Appendix D Floodplain Development Manual (2005) 
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oooO  END OF REPORT  Oooo 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

d i sas te r  and   

emergency  

commi t tee  

 
 
 

end  o f  
bus iness  

paper  
 
 

This business paper has 
 been produced 

electronically to reduce 
costs, improve efficiency 

and reduce the use of 
paper. Internal control 

systems ensure it is an 
accurate reproduction of 
Council's official copy of 

the business paper. 
 
 
 

 


	Table of Contents
	SECTION 1 - Reports for Determination
	Item: 001 DE - Emergency Planning and Response - (151940, 95495)

	PURPOSE OF THE REPORT:
	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
	RECOMMENDATION:
	Strip
	Item: 002 DE - Floodplain Management Matters - (151940, 95498)

	PURPOSE OF THE REPORT:
	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
	RECOMMENDATION:

