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New Year’s Message from the Mayor
As I reflect on the year just passed, I am very proud of what
has been achieved in the Hawkesbury recently. It never
ceases to amaze me what a beautiful and unique place
we live in, and for many of us, work in too. In my role as
Mayor, one of the highlights has been meeting local people
and seeing them recognised for their diverse contributions
in areas such as volunteerism, sport, arts and culture,
scouting, business, tourism, environmental works, education
and community interests.
2018 will be an exciting year and I am looking forward to
seeing projects and plans developed throughout 2017 come
to fruition in the near future. The community told us that our
town and village centres are tired and in need of a revamp;
that many areas are badly in need of upgraded roads and
maintenance; that they want more family events; and that
people want more employment opportunities and access
to leisure and cultural activities closer to where we live. We
have listened and we are taking essential steps to address
these concerns. We will continue to listen so that we can
deliver the best outcomes for our City.
I am proud to lead a Council where all Councillors have
the opportunity to be involved, particularly in issues they
are interested and passionate about, on committees and
working groups, and representing Council at events and
conferences. I find it refreshing that there is a broad scale
involvement by our Councillors, and despite sometimes
having differences, we have been able to reach some
very constructive outcomes by working collaboratively
and positively to do what is right for our community. The
increased opportunities for members of the public to engage
both at meetings and through the consultative process has
enhanced our understanding of perspectives across the
local government area. We have been fortunate to engage
with community groups to work through local issues and we
welcome this type of interaction.
I am pleased that in 2017 we utilised some of our impressive
community buildings to hold meetings, gatherings and
events, which has enabled us to showcase our facilities.
We have also been working hard to meet with
representatives across the business sector as we explore
potential ventures and opportunities to support, facilitate
or partner with businesses to open up new and exciting
business and employment prospects, especially in the area
of tourism. We have engaged in meetings with the RAAF
Base and Western Sydney University to explore potential
relationships in the future.
We have worked hard to build relationships across Western
Sydney. I have attended fortnightly Mayoral forums with the
seven Mayors who make up this new region known as the

Western Parkland City to discuss future needs across this
vast area, which is targeted for growth and development.
As the city expands and high level strategic plans are
created, it is important that we have a voice to input our
future vision for the assets we want protected and the
benefits we offer.
As a community vulnerable to flood, bushfire and the
impacts of climate change, we are working hard to increase
our resilience and preparedness for any such events. It is
essential that we advocate for the necessary infrastructure
and services to enable us to cope with any emergency. The
Resilient Valley, Resilient Communities, Hawkesbury-Nepean
Valley Flood Risk Management Strategy was released in
May 2017. The timely release of this Strategy and a series
of events held in Windsor to commemorate the 150th
anniversary of the 1867 Flood, the biggest flood event on
record, allowed us with our agency partners, to educate
people on the history and enormity of the flooding potential
within the Valley.
I understand one of the frustrations people feel is that it
takes time to see change, especially significant change.
However, we are working towards delivering a number of
key projects in the future which have required extensive
planning and consultation. While these new ideas are
developing and being actioned, we continue on with
business as usual, delivering many services to the
community. We are also conducting reviews into aspects of
our operations and facilities to ensure we are maximising
our capacity and resources to best serve our community.
I am very excited about 2018. There are many things
happening. I invite you to keep up with our activities by
accessing either our website or our newly created Facebook
page. Please take the opportunities to ‘Have your Say’ on
issues - we value your feedback.
I am very proud to represent the Hawkesbury and its wealth
of natural beauty, valuable heritage, hugely talented people
and unique lifestyle.
All the best for a happy, safe and
productive 2018.

Mayor, Councillor Mary Lyons - Buckett
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Australia Day on the Hawkesbury

Free Pool Party
Come along to Council’s free pool party at Richmond
Swimming Centre from 11am to 2pm on Saturday,
17 February for free entertainment, giveaways, a free
sausage sizzle and even free pool entry! Fun activities will
also include a jumping castle and a giant water slide. The
kiosk will also be in operation as usual with ice cream,
food and refreshments available to purchase.
Located at East Market Street, Richmond, Richmond
Swimming Centre includes a shaded baby pool, an
intermediate pool, a six lane Olympic pool and change
rooms as well as a shaded children’s playground. For
season opening hours or more information, visit Council’s
website www.hawkesbury.nsw.gov.au or call 4560 4444.
Richmond Swimming Centre’s direct contact number is
4578 1349.

Left to right – Tony Jeffcott – General Manager Windsor RSL Club, Paul
Reddacliff – Commanding Officer of No.22 Squadron – RAAF, Councillor
Mary Lyons-Buckett – Hawkesbury Mayor, Jarryd Faint – Vice President,
Hawkesbury City Chamber of Commerce, Greg Rudolph - CEO Hawkesbury
Race Club, David Ross – General Manager Crowne Plaza Hawkesbury
Valley.

Join us for a free Australia Day community event, packed
with entertainment, food and fireworks on the beautiful
Hawkesbury River. Australia Day on the Hawkesbury will
be held at Governor Phillip Park, Windsor on Friday, 26
January 2018.
Council will start the special community day with a free
BBQ from 8am, cooked by the Rotary Club of Richmond
and the Rotary Club of Kurrajong North Richmond.
Council’s annual Citizenship ceremony will then take
place from 8:45am. At 10:30am, the annual Australia Day
Awards ceremony will commence. Look out for the RAAF
flyover at 12:15pm in celebration of the Hawkesbury’s
new citizens and Australia Day.

Lucy and Jasmine splash into the pool.

The afternoon event starts at 4pm, with a Traveling
Food Fest, jumping castles, a giant water slide, face
painting and lots of activities, finishing with a spectacular
fireworks display. Council is hosting Australia Day on the
Hawkesbury with assistance from sponsors Hawkesbury
Race Club, Windsor RSL, Crowne Plaza Hawkesbury
Valley, Richmond Club and Hawkesbury Gazette.
To RSVP for the Awards ceremony or for more
information about Australia Day on the Hawkesbury,
visit www.hawkesbury.nsw.gov.au or email
events@hawkesbury.nsw.gov.au or call Council’s Events
Coordinator on 4560 4404.

Contact us:

Hawkesbury City Council
366 George Street
(PO Box 146)
Windsor NSW 2756
Phone: (02) 4560 4444
Facsimile: (02) 4587 7740

Email: council@hawkesbury.nsw.gov.au
Website: www.hawkesbury.nsw.gov.au
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