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Council has recently upgraded the south western 
section of McQuade Park using a Heritage Capital 
Works grant of $50,000 from the NSW Government’s 
Office of Environment and Heritage and $400,000 
Council funding.

McQuade Park is an important green asset for 
our community. It is of State Heritage Significance 
as a rare example of Governor Macquarie’s town 
planning of a central urban reserve.

The transformation of the swampy pond area of the 
1800s to a hard edged freeform pond in 1970 is 
indicative of Australia’s response to modernism in 
park and garden design.

The extensive project included restoring the pond’s 
surrounding area and restoring the pond wall to 
its original shape. The pond’s shape and central 
island was designed by Peter Spooner in 1970 to 
commemorate Captain Cook and it was this design 
that saved the pond – the much loved nineteenth-
century feature of the Park – from all attempts over 
the years to fill it in. 

Native wetland plantings and a new inground 
fountain have also been installed to improve water 
quality in the pond. Additional shade trees have 
been planted as a visual link to the pond, while 

a second bridge has also been installed and the 
pathway concreted.

The ornamental pond, with its small island in the 
centre with a pedestrian bridge, has remained a 
popular feature of McQuade Park for children and 
families as well as being the backdrop for wedding 
and school formal photography. Come along and 
see the new upgrade as it is a beautiful place to 
have a picnic and relax in a freely accessible open 
space.

McQuade Park upgrade

A Country Practice exhibition
Hawkesbury Regional Gallery is holding an exhibition on 
A Country Practice from 6 December to 2 February 2020. 

From 1981 to 1993, A Country Practice was one of Australia’s 
most popular TV Shows. The series followed the workings of 
a small hospital in the fictional New South Wales rural country 
town of Wandin Valley.

The Hawkesbury has a particular connection to the show, 
in that most of the outdoor filming took place at locations 
in the towns of the Hawkesbury, particularly Ebenezer and 
Pitt Town. Many farms and properties were also used for 
location shoots.

As well as archival film and production and memorabilia 
objects, the exhibition will also include objects on loan 

from Hawkesbury residents such as props and costumes used on the show, photos and fan cards, 
newspaper and magazine articles, posters and other objects associated with A Country Practice. 
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Hawkesbury’s 
Second Hand Saturday!

Hawkesbury City Council will hold the Second 
Hand Saturday event on 16 November 2019 as 
part of National Recycling Week. 

The event is a chance for Hawkesbury 
community members to sell their unwanted 
items and prevent them from ending up in 
landfill and save people money by finding 
treasures at bargain prices.

The event will help to raise awareness around 
reuse and waste, while providing the opportunity 
for residents to engage with their community.

Schools, sporting clubs and community groups 
are also encouraged to get involved to use it as 
a great fundraising opportunity.

The event includes free promotion for Second 
Hand Saturday on Council’s website as well 
as promoting the event via print, electronic 
and social media using funding from the NSW 
Environment Protection Authority.

Buyers will be able to view all garage sales 
registered in the Hawkesbury for Second Hand 
Saturday. Buyers can also download a list of the 
sales and a garage sale map.

Full details of the Second Hand Saturday event 
can be found at www.hawkesbury.nsw.gov.au/
second-hand-saturday and register at  
https://www.hawkesbury.nsw.gov.au/media/
forms/register-your-sale

New Regional Trails 
launched
The Hawkesbury’s heritage towns, world class 
bakeries, distilleries, cafes and restaurants, plus nature 
and adventure experiences are special highlights 
in three new experience trails that have just been 
launched on www.discoverthehawkesbury.com.au

The three flavour, adventure and nature trails are part 
of a regional tourism project to attract more visitors 
to the region to stay overnight, boosting the local 
economy.

The experience trails offer the chance to discover 
your sense of adventure, treat your tastebuds or even 
become a natural explorer in the Blue Mountains, 
Hawkesbury and Penrith.

Not only will visitors benefit from these great 
experiences, but our local businesses can also benefit 
from increased regional tourism. Businesses are 
encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity to 
promote their businesses to our visitors using social 
media, business listings and digital marketing.

Each trail offers a three-day, two-night itinerary and 
is available to visitors in an attractive, easy to follow 
printed or electronic document.  The trails feature 
maps, distances, approximate drive times, travel tips, 
daily itineraries, suggested stops for food and views, 
adventure experiences, great cafes and impressive 
natural attractions.

Electronic copies of the experience trails are  
available to view, download and print at  
www.discoverthehawkesbury.com.au and available 
in hard copy at the Visitor Information Centre at 328 
Hawkesbury Valley Way, Richmond or Hawkesbury 
Regional Museum, 8 Baker Street, Windsor.

© Destination NSW

Thanks to a new commitment by the NSW Government to assist in the continued operation costs of the 
Lower Portland ferry - to a maximum of $500,000 a year over the next four years - the three-yearly out-of-
water survey and overhaul for the Lower Portland Ferry will be carried out between 1 October 2019 and 
January 2020. The out-of-water inspection, which is required for maritime licencing, involves the towing of 
the Ferry from the Hawkesbury River to a dry dock in Sydney Harbour.

The ferry ramp on The Hills Shire side of the river will also be replaced. This ramp replacement is 
necessary in order to ensure continued safe operation and to prevent damage to the ferry vessel. Both 
works will be undertaken concurrently to minimise the impact on the community and ferry users. Ferry 
users will be required to use alternative routes, including West Portland Road and the Sackville Ferry.

This work is expected to take around 12 weeks but is dependent on the out-of-water survey and any 
necessary repairs. If the Roads and Maritime Services has a loan ferry that becomes available during this 
maintenance period it will be used. Both Councils are aware that any ferry maintenance is an inconvenient 
but necessary action for safe operations and we thank our community members in advance for their 
understanding during this time.

While the operation of ferry services is generally a State Government function, the Lower Portland Ferry is 
unusual as it is jointly operated and maintained by the Hills Shire Council and Hawkesbury City Council.  

Overhaul of Lower Portland Ferry
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The Hawkesbury Visitor Information Centre is 
showcasing the amazing history of Bells Line of 
Road in a new publication called Hawkesbury 
Historic Roads.

This road journey, which takes you west from the 
Hawkesbury through the northern Blue Mountains 
has so much to offer - stunning gardens, orchards, 
cider tasting, wilderness vistas and rugged gorges.

So much is known about the Blaxland, Wentworth 
and Lawson expedition route along the Great 
Western Highway however Bells Line of Road is 
equally fascinating with its fair share of exploratory 
drama and construction challenges.

Bells Line of Road 
is scenic, relaxing, 
rural and at times 
wild - it’s hard to 
believe that you 
are this close 
to metropolitan 
Sydney.

This new 
publication is the 
first in a series 
of Hawkesbury 
historic roads 
and it is available 
free from the 
Visitor Information 
Centre at 328 
Hawkesbury Valley 
Way, Richmond or 
Hawkesbury Regional Museum,  
8 Baker Street, Windsor and online at  
www.discoverthehawkesbury.com.au

For more information, contact the Hawkesbury 
Visitor Information Centre via email on  
discover@hawkesbury.nsw.gov.au or call  
02 4560 4620.

Hawkesbury Historic Roads Community recycling 
success

Colouring Our Towns 
Come along to Windsor and see the new murals 
in two laneways at Windsor Mall next to Guys Stuff 
and the Lollies ‘N’ Stuff shops.

The murals project was overseen by Council’s Town 
Centres Masterplan Working Group, with advice 
and input provided by the Murals Committee. The 
wonderful artworks were created by Noni and David 
Cragg and Thomas Jackson.

The public art uses nature as an important 
connection between past, present and future for 
the local community, from the fertile river banks that 
attracted the Darug people to the food produce that 
saved a starving colony, for which the Hawkesbury 
is known and loved as ‘the Food Bowl’ of Sydney.

It is hoped that the murals will set a precedent for 
public art in Windsor and help to support potential 
mural festivals and related art programming in 
future. 

A new Shopfront Improvement Scheme has also 
been launched. The Scheme focuses on enhancing 
the appearance of the Windsor streetscape 
by activating street frontages, repairing and 
maintaining buildings, and celebrating the eclectic 
and unique character of Windsor’s Town Centre.

The Shopfront Scheme is a grant funded program 
to commission new shopfront designs and it is 
available to owners and tenants of premises with 
commercial shop-frontage facing George Street.

For information about the Shopfront Improvement 
Scheme, contact Council on 4560 4444.

Hawkesbury City Council held its annual Chemical 
CleanOut Event on 28 July at the Hawkesbury 
Showground. Over 400 residents dropped off more 
than 20,000kg of household chemicals and waste 
items including pesticides, pool and hobby chemicals 
and household cleaners. 

Hawkesbury residents have also taken full advantage 
of the new and completely free Community Recycling 
Centre located at the Waste Management Facility, 1 
The Driftway, South Windsor, which is open seven 
days all year round (except public holidays). The 
Community Recycling Centre opened in December 
2018 and residents so far have dropped off more 
than 34,000kg of household problem wastes, 
including paints, gas bottles, fire extinguishers, motor 
and other oils, car and household batteries, smoke 
detectors, fluorescent globes and tubes.

All of the items collected at the Community Recycling 
Centre are sent on to be recovered and recycled for 
industrial uses. For example, paints are mixed with 
other waste 
solvents and 
used as an 
alternative 
to fuel in 
cement kilns. 
The metal 
containers 
are recycled. 
Lead acid 
batteries are 
sent to recyclers where the lead, acid and plastic are 
recovered and recycled.

For further information, search online for Hawkesbury 
Community Recycling Centre or call Council on 
4560 4444.
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Contact us:
Hawkesbury City Council
366 George Street  
(PO Box 146)
Windsor NSW 2756
Phone: (02) 4560 4444
Facsimile: (02) 4587 7740
Email: council@hawkesbury.nsw.gov.au
Website: www.hawkesbury.nsw.gov.au

Printed October 2019 on Impact Recycled 
Paper. 100% FSC certified recycled paper. 
Made from Post Consumer Waste. Certified 
Carbon Neutral and produced by an ISO 14001 
accredited mill. Please recycle this report.

If you would like to make a comment 
on this report please contact (02) 4560 4430.

 
 

 
 

 26 JANUARY 2020
AUSTRALIA DAY ON THE HAWKESBURY
Governor Phillip Park, Windsor 5pm to 9:30pm
Celebrate Australia Day on the banks of the 
Hawkesbury River with live music, food stalls, free 
fun activities, amusement rides and fireworks.

23 NOVEMBER 2019
LIGHT UP WINDSOR STREET FAIR 
A major community Christmas event proudly 
brought to you by Hawkesbury City Council and 
Windsor Business Group which will be held from 
5pm to 9:30pm. Set on George Street between 
Thompson Square and flowing into Windsor Mall.

26 JANUARY 2020 
HAWKESBURY AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS
The 2020 Hawkesbury Australia Day Awards 
acknowledge the outstanding citizens of the 
Hawkesbury. Citizenship Ceremony at 9am,  
Australia Day Awards commence at 11am at 
Hawkesbury Regional Gallery.
www.hawkesbury.nsw.gov.au

6 DECEMBER to 2 FEBRUARY 2020 
WOMBAT CAVE
As part of the Gallery’s ‘A Country Practice’ 
exhibition, the Arts Lab will turn into an 
interactive wombat cave in the name of ‘Fatso 
the Wombat’.  
Free art and craft activities for kids.
Hawkesbury Regional Gallery
300 George Street, Windsor

The Hawkesbury welcomes new citizens 
The Hawkesbury welcomed 48 new 
citizens at an Australian citizenship 
ceremony on 17 September, as part of 
Australian Citizenship Day 2019.

The ceremony included new citizens 
originating from Brazil, Canada, China, 
India, Iran, Lebanon, Malta, New 
Zealand, Philippines, South Africa, 
Thailand, Vietnam and the United 
Kingdom.

Windsor Girl Guides were on hand 
meeting the new citizens and helping 
community members. The Girl Guides 
also provided the catering for the 
ceremony, serving a light supper 
prepared by them, including lamingtons 
and vegemite sandwiches. It was a 
wonderful experience to have Windsor 
Girl Guides at this special ceremony, 
which is so much about making 
connections with our community. All of 
the friends and families of new citizens truly enjoyed the warm Australian hospitality. 

Citizenship ceremonies are an opportunity for all Australians, whether they are citizens by birth or by 
choice, to come together to acknowledge what’s great about being Australian. Citizenship is a lifelong 
commitment to Australia’s values of freedom, democracy, equality and respect.

Every year the Hawkesbury is privileged to welcome new Australians as part of citizenship celebrations. 
Hawkesbury City Council will proudly host its next citizenship ceremony on Australia Day, 26 January at 
9am at Hawkesbury Regional Gallery, 300 George Street, Windsor.

Hawkesbury Visitor Information Centre
328 Hawkesbury Valley Way, Richmond 
Ph: (02) 4560 4620
www.discoverthehawkesbury.com.au
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