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HAWKESBURY DEMOGRAPHICS STUDY

1. INTRODUCTION

SGS Economics and Planning (SGS) has been commissioned by Hawkesbury City Council to
undertake a demographic study for Hawkesbury Local Government Area (LGA). The
demographic study is useful to support a variety of strategies - covering both residential and
workers’ demographic profiles.

Council has recently exhibited the Draft Hawkesbury Local Strategic Planning Statement
(LSPS) 2040 in response to the strategic directions identified in the Greater Sydney Region
Plan and the Western City District Plan prepared by the Greater Sydney Commission. These
documents and strategies will guide land use in the Local Government Area (LGA), with the
LSPS setting out a 20-year vision, the special character and values to be preserved and how
change will be managed into the future.

Priorities identified in the LSPS (Draft) include the:

need for housing diversity (responsive to the housing needs of a changing population)
coordination of infrastructure provision (to support growth), and
protection of character and environment.

This work provides further support and analysis that considers the changing demographics
and resulting housing needs and infrastructure provision.

All the data, used in this study, is from publicly available sources, including ABS Census data,
NSW Government Transport Performance and Analytics (TPA) projection data and Torrens
University’s Public Health Information Development Unit (PHIDU). SGS’s Rental Affordability
Index (RAI) was used to provide additional information for understanding housing
affordability.

The report has been structured to reflect the requirements of the brief. Each chapter will
focus on the following:

Chapter 2 — Key Insights and SWOT: identifies Hawkesbury’s strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities and threats relative to the rest of the Western City District.

Chapter 3 — Policy and Planning Context: review of the relevant plans, policies and
documents that are shaping the growth of the Hawkesbury LGA and the Western City District.

Chapter 4 — People: analysis of demographics information for the Hawkesbury LGA and the
Western City District.

Chapter 5 — Households and Dwellings: analysis of households and dwellings information for
the Hawkesbury LGA and the Western City District.

Chapter 6 — Employment (residents and workers): analysis of employment information
(residents and workers) for the Hawkesbury LGA and the Western City District.

Chapter 7 — Conclusions: key insights and implications for Council.



Study Area

Hawkesbury LGA is positioned in the North-West section of Greater Sydney, within the
Western City District. For the purpose of statistical reporting, the study area (LGA) has been
divided into 16 sub-LGA areas.

= Kurrajong-Kurmond = Windsor District

= Richmond North = Mulgrave-Mcgraths Hill

= Glossodia = Bligh Park

= Freemans Reach = Windsor Downs

= Wilberforce = Northern Area

= Pitt Town = Lower Portland- Cumberland
= Qakville-Cattai Reach

= Yarramundi = East Kurrajong- Ebenezer

= Richmond District

These precincts were assembled out of SAls - in such a way, to best capture historical and
forecasted data from different geographies (SA1, DZN, TZ) and character of the different
townships throughout. The Study Area itself is representative of the LGA, in total.

FIGURE 1: STUDY AREA - PRECINCTS?
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1 See the interactive dashboard for the associated demographic data for each of the precinct. The 16 Precincts cover the
whole of Hawkesbury LGA.
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2. KEY INSIGHTS & SWOT

2.1 Purpose of SWOT

The purpose of the SWOT analysis (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats) is to
identify in a qualitative way Hawkesbury’s comparative strengths and weaknesses in relation
to Greater Sydney and the Western City District, and the potential opportunities and threats

that may impact growth in the LGA.

The SWOT analysis below has been derived from the findings of the policy review and
demographic analysis, feedback from Council staff and a general understanding of the
Hawkesbury LGA and the broader Sydney context.

2.2 SWOT Overview

TABLE 1: SWOT OVERVIEW

Strengths

Weaknesses

Proximity to natural assets, open space and rural
areas

High rates of home ownership
Defence and educational infrastructure

Relatively more affordable for renters with incomes
as compared to other parts of Greater Sydney

High car dependency

Low rates of public transport use
Limited diversity in housing types

Low levels of educational attainment in resident
population

Opportunities

Threats

Employment opportunities through proximity to
WSA and Badgerys Creek Aerotropolis, Aerospace
Institute at North Bringelly and opportunities related
to the RAAF Richmond Base and UWS campus

North-South Rail Link, and connectivity across the
Sydney metropolitan area

Continued development of the North West Growth
Area

Western Sydney City Deal, including funding for
liveability improvement projects in Hawkesbury

Impact of the Western Sydney Airport (WSA) and
large city shaping infrastructure projects located in
the south-west of the District —and decisions on
connectivity to the WSA and aerotropolis
employment growth areas from NW

Ageing of the population

Reliance on low-density development and urban
form

Metropolitan rural areas have high environmental
and agricultural values; however, they also limit
urban development

Source: SGS Economics and Planning 2019

2.3 Strengths

Proximity to natural assets and open space

One of Hawkesbury’s key strengths is its natural and lifestyle offerings within close proximity
of Sydney. The LGA has retained significant amounts of rural land, lending itself to a scenic
character distinct from most of Greater Sydney. Hawkesbury residents are also located within
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close proximity of National Parks and bushland areas. These contribute to resident’s wellbeing
and quality of life.

Emphasis should be placed on conservation of the values of rural land and bushland areas,
protecting them from encroachment from residential development. This will allow residents
of the area to share the benefits of these local attributes into the future.

High rates of home ownership

Hawkesbury has higher rates of homeownership than both Greater Sydney and the Western
City District, with 43% of households owning their home with a mortgage and 32% owning
their properties outright. Furthermore, Hawkesbury’s proportion of low-income households
living in mortgage stress is lower than the rest of Sydney. This ensures security of tenure for
the majority of households in the LGA.

Defence / educational infrastructure

According to the Western City District Plan, a new aerospace and defence industries precinct
will be developed to the north of the Aerotropolis, led by the NSW Government. This will
position key defence and education facilities within the Hawkesbury LGA, notably the RAAF
Base and WSU Hawkesbury campus, to support economic development in the region.
Therefore, these key defence and educational facilities are a key strength of the LGA.

Relatively more affordable for renters with incomes as compared to other parts of
Greater Sydney

Hawkesbury LGA is affordable for renters with income (very affordable for dual income
couple with children and affordable for single working parent). Compared to the rest of
Greater Sydney, Hawkesbury LGA is relatively more affordable for renters with minimum
wage or on a pension. Some parts of Hawkesbury (the southern part) are more socio
economically disadvantaged than other parts, and approximately 30 per cent of renters
within Hawkesbury LGA are experiencing rental stress. There are opportunities to provide
more social and affordable dwellings for this segment of the community.

2.4  Weaknesses

High car dependency

Compared to both Greater Sydney and the Western City District, a higher proportion of
people travel to work via car (85%). Trends also show an increase in private vehicle use since
2006, contrary to a decline throughout the rest of Sydney in the same period. This is
associated with many negative impacts, ranging from concerns of public health to worsened
urban design outcomes and urban amenity of the public realm.

Low rates of public transport use

High car reliance corresponds with lower rates of public transport use throughout the LGA.
This may indicate shortfalls in transport provision throughout Hawkesbury (e.g. insufficient
frequency of train services, or poor connections from surrounding suburbs to existing
stations). Improving frequency and reliability of public transport options between key
locations throughout the LGA should be a priority.

Limited diversity in housing types

The majority of private dwellings in the Hawkesbury LGA are separate dwellings (86%). Most
of these separate dwellings have two or more spare rooms, perpetuated by an increased
share of Couples Only households and Lone Person households. These trends in household
composition are likely to continue due to the LGA’s ageing population. This indicates that the
typology of residential development in the LGA has not responded to demands for smaller
dwellings.

HAWKESBURY DEMOGRAPHICS STUDY 3
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Low levels of educational attainment

Hawkesbury residents are less likely to have obtained a university education than residents
throughout the rest of Sydney, with lower growth rates for people in tertiary education. There
is also a higher share of residents not completing secondary education. This is likely a
contributor to Hawkesbury’s reliance on population-serving employment and the decrease in
knowledge intensive jobs which has been experienced in the LGA. This continued lack of
higher-order employment may be a challenge for Hawkesbury in future, as the wider
economy continues to restructure.

2.5 Opportunities

Employment opportunities through proximity to Badgerys Creek Aerotropolis,
Aerospace Institute at North Bringelly and UWS Richmond campus

Hawkesbury is positioned well relative to new education and employment opportunities at
the new Aerotropolis, which will be well serviced by both road and rail links. As part of the
Western Sydney City Deal, there is a target for the Aerotropolis to accommodate 200,000 jobs
in trade, freight, logistics, advanced manufacturing, health, education and science. This will be
the centre of the Western Parkland City, of which Hawkesbury is a part, increasing the
accessibility of higher order jobs and tertiary education to Hawkesbury residents.

Part of the Aerotropolis will be an aerospace institute at North Bringelly. This will link with
existing aerospace infrastructure at Richmond and educational institutions in the Hawkesbury
area. Therefore, an opportunity exists for Hawkesbury to leverage its existing assets to take
advantage of significant investment in the Western City District.

North-South Rail Link

The new North South Rail Link will provide railway connections from the existing railway
network to the new Aerotropolis and Western Sydney Airport, indirectly connecting
Hawkesbury. This will allow residents of the LGA to access employment generated by the
aerotropolis via rail. Future connections from St Marys to Marsden Park in the NW by rail will
be an important extension to improve access for Hawkesbury residents, although integration
with the existing rail may be weak. Other City Deal initiatives are also an opportunity for
Hawkesbury.

Continued development of the North West Growth Area

The North West Growth Area will also result in significant population growth in areas adjacent
to Hawkesbury LGA, potentially leading to additional population-serving employment
opportunities. Growth of employment opportunities in areas such as Nor-West business park,
Rouse Hill town centre, Marsden Park and regional centres such as Penrith will also benefit
Hawkesbury residents.

2.6  Threats

Impact of the Western Sydney Airport and large infrastructure projects

A large share of Hawkesbury’s opportunities for employment growth and diversification are
dependent on strategic initiatives (such as the Aerotropolis or NW Growth Area) which are
ultimately out of Hawkesbury’s control. These are also located in the SW of the District and
may provide regional growth but may shape the Western City to be focus on these areas
instead of the Hawkesbury. Additionally, due to comparatively low levels of population

growth in the LGA, Hawkesbury could be more likely overlooked in decisions made concerning
these city-shaping investments. Hawkesbury must capitalise on its strategically important
assets, such as the Richmond RAAF Base and Western Sydney University Campus, to ensure
that it plays a role in the development of the Western Parkland City.

HAWKESBURY DEMOGRAPHICS STUDY 4
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Ageing population

Hawkesbury has a higher proportion of older people than the rest of Sydney, with a declining
younger cohort. This trend is worsened by comparatively low levels of migration from
overseas, interstate and within NSW. This will likely result in a contracting labour force and
will require strategies which provide services and employment opportunities for older
residents. There are questions whether adequate community facilities exist in the LGA to
cope with this developing demographic trend.

Continual reliance on low-density development

Greater Sydney and the Western City District are experiencing a decrease in the share of
detached dwellings, while Hawkesbury continues to increase its share. This fails to address
issues of limited dwelling diversity and urban sprawl and lends itself to continued car-
dependence throughout the local area. This threatens the LGA’s affordability, amenity and
accessibility.

Metropolitan rural areas have high environmental and agricultural values;
however, they also limit urban development

Hawkesbury has large areas of land that are defined as Metropolitan Rural Areas. The
strategic direction imposed by the NSW Government for these lands is to protect and
enhance their environmental, social and economic values. Developments on these areas are
to be restricted. This would mean that Hawkesbury would need to limit developments to its
existing centres.

HAWKESBURY DEMOGRAPHICS STUDY
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3. POLICY AND PLANNING
CONTEXT

This section of the report reviews a set of strategically important planning
documents from different levels of government and agencies.

3.1  Greater Sydney Region Plan

The Greater Sydney Region Plan was released by the Greater Sydney Commission (GSC) in
2018. The Region Plan is a metropolitan strategy that seeks to align the provision of
infrastructure investment and services with growth trends. It envisions Sydney as a
Metropolis of Three Cities: The Western Parkland, Central River and Eastern Harbour City.
Under this vision, Sydney would be a 30-minute city, with everyone able to access jobs,
services and major centres.

The Plan seeks to deliver this vision through ten directions with associated objectives,
priorities and actions to make Sydney more liveable, productive and sustainable. Given that
Hawkesbury Local Government Area (LGA) is located in the Western Sydney District, the
drivers of growth and change in the District are relevant to Hawkesbury’s future planning
strategies. The Western Parkland City is an emerging new city with a Metropolitan Cluster
located at the Western Sydney Airport (i.e. Badgerys Creek Aerotropolis). The Aerotropolis is
expected to become a major contributor to the productivity of Greater Sydney.

Hawkesbury LGA is located in Greater Sydney’s North-West. It covers a wide area, with its
only Strategic Centre located at Richmond-Windsor. The Strategic Centre is connected to
several other Centres by train (i.e. Blacktown Health and Education Precinct, Greater
Parramatta etc) and has planned mass-transit links to the Western Sydney Airport.

FIGURE 2: RICHMOND-WINDSOR STRATEGIC CENTRE

M == Train Station

. Public open space

. Indicative location of existing 8
jobs and services incentre (4]

Source: Greater Sydney Commission, 2018

Planned infrastructure and growth areas

There are several planned infrastructure and growth areas that could influence the growth of
Hawkesbury, including:
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North West Growth Area — adjacent to Hawkesbury LGA, will provide new homes and
jobs

Greater Penrith to Eastern Creek Growth Area Investigation — adjacent to
Hawkesbury LGA and the North West Growth Area

North South Rail Link — will indirectly connect Hawkesbury to Western Sydney Airport
via St Marys, and

Western Economic Corridor — including the new airport and the Aerotropolis, will
provide employment opportunities for people working in trade, freight, logistics,
advanced manufacturing, health, education and science.

3.2 Western City District Plan

The Western City District Plan sits under the Greater Sydney Region Plan and acts as a link
between local and state planning. Hawkesbury LGA is within the Western City District. The
District Plan sets housing and jobs targets for the area, as well as actions.

Hawkesbury LGA has a 0-5 years (2016-2021) housing supply target of 1,150 dwellings, less
than all other LGAs in the Western City District except for Blue Mountains. Existing zonings,
including Vineyard Stage 1, is set to create 2,300 new homes - enough to meet the supply
target.

The Western Sydney Airport and the Badgerys Creek Aerotropolis, are set to become the
major employment hub of the Western City District. Leveraging the industry opportunities
enabled by the new airport and city, the NSW Government (in partnership with the Australian
Government) is leading the development of a world-class aerospace and defence industries
precinct.

The precinct is expected to create 7,500 jobs. It will build on existing aerospace and defence
activities at RAAF Base Richmond, which provides logistics support to the Australian Defence
Force. The RAAF Base, Western Sydney University - Hawkesbury campus, TAFE NSW
Richmond, and Hurlstone Agriculture College together will support the business activities
around the Badgerys Creek Aerotropolis. Over 450 aerospace workers currently work in the
Clarendon precinct.

Hawkesbury LGA also plays an important role in the visitor economy. The Richmond-Windsor
Strategic Centre has a 2036 baseline jobs target of 12,000 jobs or an additional 1,700 jobs
compared to 2016. The higher jobs target is 16,500 jobs or an additional 6,200 jobs. The
District Plan delegates Hawkesbury City Council and other planning authorities (including
State agencies) the task to strengthen Richmond-Windsor through the following actions:

Support complementary land uses around the agglomeration of education and
defence uses in Richmond

Support master planning processes that encourage new lifestyle/entertainment uses,
employment opportunities, activate streets and places, grow the tourism economy
and respect/enhance heritage value and assets

Facilitate the attraction of office/commercial floor space and provide opportunities to
allow commercial and retail activities to innovate

One of the metropolitan planning priorities is to better manage rural areas. The Western City
District’s rural areas are productive and includes ‘poultry, egg production, dairy activities,
irrigated horticulture, and nurseries for cut flowers and turf’,? together they cover 28 per cent
of the District.

Nearly all of Hawkesbury LGA, including the Richmond-Windsor Strategic Centres, has been
identified as within the broader Metropolitan Rural Area, see Figure 3. The objective for the

2 Greater Sydney Commission 2019, Western City District Plan

HAWKESBURY DEMOGRAPHICS STUDY 7



Metropolitan Rural Areas is to maintain and enhance their environmental, social and

economic values. The recommended actions are:
Maintain or enhance the values of the Metropolitan Rural Area using place-based

planning, and

Limit urban development to Urban Areas except for investigation areas.
to continue to be part of the MRA in the west of Sydney that includes rural and agricultural

The implication for the Hawkesbury LGA is that Hawkesbury’s economic activity will be able

land, however its urban development opportunities there will be limited.
FIGURE 3: WESTERN CITY DISTRICT PROTECTED NATURAL AREAS AND METROPOLITAN RURAL AREAS
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Source: Greater Sydney Commission, 2019
The Western Sydney City Deal is a partnership between the three tiers of governments

Western Sydney City Deal
(Australian Government, NSW Government and local councils) to deliver the vision for
Western Sydney. As part of the City Deal, the Western Sydney Planning Partnership was

established.
Hawkesbury City Council, along the local councils of Blacktown, Blue Mountains, Camden,

Campbelltown, Fairfield, Liverpool, Penrith and Wollondilly are part of the Western Sydney
Planning Partnership. The Partnership was established as part of the Western Sydney City
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Deal to ensure council-led collaboration with NSW Government for the planning of Western
Sydney including the Aerotropolis.

The City Deal includes commitments to connectivity, jobs, skills and education, liveability and
environment, planning and house and implementation and governance. The North South Rail
Link from St Marys to Badgerys Creek Aerotropolis, if delivered will greatly enhance job
accessibility of Western Sydney, including Hawkesbury. Longer term rail connections through
Marsden Park to Schofields would further enhance this accessibility.

FIGURE 4: PLANNED NORTH SOUTH RAIL LINK
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The Western Sydney Aerotropolis Plan and Precinct Plans are expected to be finalised in mid-
late 2020. Councils will then undertake statutory planning for the Minister for Planning and
Public Places. The Hawkesbury Education, Research and Employment Precinct which includes
the RAAF Base and Western Sydney University will play an important role in supporting and
leveraging from the Aerotropolis.
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The Community Strategic Plan (CSP) focuses on achieving the long term social, environmental
and economic aspirations of the community. The Plan was adopted by Hawkesbury City
Council in 2016. The vision is to “see the Hawkesbury as a vibrant and collaborative
community living in harmony with our history and environment, whilst valuing our diversity,
striving for innovation, a strong economy and retaining our lifestyle and identity”.

The LGA covers 2,776 square kilometres of land and is physically divided by the Hawkesbury
River, with 47 per cent of people live west of the Hawkesbury River and 53 per cent live east
of the Hawkesbury River. The CSP provides a snapshot of Hawkesbury, which includes data
about people, households, economy, cultural and journey to work.

Note: The data requires updates as it is based on the 2006 and 2011 Census. This
demographic study will provide an updated snapshot of the Hawkesbury LGA.

3.3  Draft Hawkesbury Local Strategic Planning Statement 2040

The draft Hawkesbury Local Strategic Planning Statement (LSPS) was released by Hawkesbury
City Council in 2019. The LSPS outlines a 20-year vision for land-use planning in the LGA and
reflects the vision of the CSP 2017-2036. It also implements the directions and actions
outlined in the Western City District Plan at a local level.

The LSPS outlines four themes. Those relevant to the demographics study are Hawkesbury’s
Community and Hawkesbury’s Economy and Productivity. These two themes focus on the
residential and worker populations.

As of 2017, Hawkesbury LGA has 66,623 people, projected to grow to 85,050 in 2036. People
usually move to the LGA to seek alternative lifestyle to inner city living. It is expected that
there will be a shift away from ‘couples with children’ to other household types, in particular
to ‘lone person’ households. Furthermore, Hawkesbury LGA is trending towards a higher
share of ageing population. These demographic trends require housing provision responses.
One of the planning priorities for Hawkesbury LGA is to provide a diversity of housing types
that meet the needs of the changing demography. The LSPS has identified the need to
accommodate the growing population while retain the LGA’ distinct local character, heritage
and rural views.

Hawkesbury LGA has a jobs target of 16,500 by 2036 as set by the Western City District Plan.
The new agglomerated precinct at Clarendon and the RAAF Base at Richmond will play crucial
roles in contributing to meeting this jobs target. Figure 5 shows Hawkesbury in its’ regional
context. Hawkesbury’s agriculture, equine and tourism industries are major contributors to
Hawkesbury’s economy and their growths need to be facilitated and enabled.

The Aboriginal community is an important part of Hawkesbury’s demography. There is
ongoing effort from Council to ensure that Indigenous communities are able to meet their
social, cultural and economic needs.

HAWKESBURY DEMOGRAPHICS STUDY 10
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FIGURE 5: REGIONAL CONTEXT MAP
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Implications for the Demographic Study

The demographic profile of Hawkesbury LGA is changing, resulting in a need for a policy and
monitoring response. The following measures, mentioned in the reviewed policy and planning
strategies, will inform the Demographic Study:

= Provide adequate (diverse) housing and services for the changing demography

= Provide affordable and social housing to households that cannot access market
housing, those with low household incomes, and those in rental stress

= Address social disadvantage

= Grow the agricultural and tourism industries, and

= Increase the number of Aboriginal people participating in economic activities.

HAWKESBURY DEMOGRAPHICS STUDY 11



4. PEOPLE

4.1 Interpreting this analysis

When reviewing this analysis, several methodological and data matters are identified. These
are outlined within this section.

When comparing growth rates between multiple time periods, a Compound Annual Growth
Rate (%) has been used. The Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR %) is a useful measure of
growth over multiple time periods. It can be thought of as the growth rate that gets you from
the initial value to the ending value.

As Census data (2006-2016) has exclusively been used for reporting historical data/trends in
this study, this can be imagined as a Compounded Census Growth Rate, representing growth
rates at five-year increments. The same can be applied for future projections (TPA data),
representing a forecasted growth rate each five years.

For more information, please reference: https://www.investopedia.com/terms/c/cagr.asp

Percentage Point (PP%) — represents the difference between two percentages. Percentage
point is used to show the changes in an indicator with respect to its previous standings (e.g.
between growth rates in 2016 and 2011).

Due to differences in methodology and the way data is captured, direct comparisons between
absolute ABS historical data values (2006-2016) and TPA forecasts (2021-2036) is strongly
discouraged. It is recommended to use general trends and proportions when observing future
trends and providing comparison. There is also limited comparability for some indicators over
Census periods due to changes in how ABS capture data.

Place of Usual Residence (PUR) - some undercounting inevitably occurs for various reasons
during Census count. Although adjustments are available for certain indicators in the form of
Estimated Resident Population (ERP) these haven’t been used in this report, in order to
achieve consistency across all indicators.

Place of Work (POW) - ABS has introduced a new imputation method in 2016 for assigning
workplace destination (Destination Zones) to persons that provided partial or no information
about their place of work. The imputed data was excluded from this report, in order to
achieve compatibility across previous Census years and 2016. As different imputations are
applied to different geographies as well, LGA totals will not match sums of lower level
geographies (e.g. SA2).

Broad Industry Category (BIC) - represents Greater Sydney Commission (GSC) broad
categorisation of 1-digit ANZSIC industries.

Some discrepancies might be present in the Suburb level data, due to changes in ABS
geographies between 2011 and 2016.

Totals derived from summing up suburb level data are slightly different to LGA totals due to
ABS perturbations applied to protect the confidentiality of individuals:

Greater Sydney will be referred to as GS, and
Western City District will be referred to as District.
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4.2  Population

Where are we now?

There are 67,083 people (ERP) living in the Hawkesbury LGA, amounting for 6 per cent of the
Western City District population.3

Hawkesbury LGA covers 2,775 square kilometres of land, with 72 per cent of it zoned as E1
National Parks and Nature Reserves. The buildable area is limited, resulting in Hawkesbury’s
population concentrating in a few town centres in the southern part of the LGA, see Figure 6
for the distribution of Hawkesbury LGA’S residential population.

FIGURE 6: POPULATION DISTRIBUTION BY MESH BLOCKS (MB) 2016
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3 ABS Census 2019, 3218.0 - Regional Population Growth, Australia
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Some areas of Hawkesbury have had higher population growth than other parts. In particular,
the new release area Pitt Town has had the highest structural increase of residents, 68 per
cent. Established areas such as Glossodia, Wilberforce, Bligh Park, Freemans Reach and
Windsor Downs have experienced a decline.

TABLE 2: POPULATION GROWTH - PRECINCT LEVEL 2011-2016

Changes 2011-  Growth

Precincts 2011 2016 16 rate
Richmond North 4,018 4,407 389 9.7%
Windsor District 7,663 7,770 107 1.4%
Richmond District 8,840 8,860 20 0.2%
Bligh Park 6,482 6,360 (122) -1.9%
Kurrajong-Kurmond 8,137 8,419 282 3.5%
Freemans Reach 1,860 1,785 (75) -4.0%
Wilberforce 2,236 2,233 (3) -0.1%
Glossodia 3,119 3,068 (51) -1.6%
Yarramundi 1,322 1,342 20 1.5%
Windsor Downs 1,290 1,184 (106)
Mulgrave-Mcgraths Hill 3,106 3,163 57 1.8%
Pitt Town 1,957 3,289 1,332 68.1%
Oakville-Cattai 3,595 3,684 89 2.5%
Northern Area 2,158 2,190 32 1.5%
Lower Portland- Cumberland

Reach 476 506 30 6.3%
East Kurrajong- Ebenezer 6,093 6,426 333 5.5%

Source: ABS Census 2011 and 2016

How are we different?

The Hawkesbury residential community is growing, although at a relatively slower rate than
the nearby LGAs, except for Blue Mountains which also has significant environmental
constraints. From 2008 to 2018, the estimated residential population has increased by an
additional 4,017 people. Figure 7 illustrates the population trends of Hawkesbury and nearby
LGAs from 2008 to 2018.
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FIGURE 7: COMPARATIVE ESTIMATED RESIDENTIAL POPULATION (EPR) 2008-2018 BY LGA
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Source: ABS Census 2019, 3218.0 - Regional Population Growth, Australia

Compared to Western City District and Greater Sydney, Hawkesbury LGA has experienced a
relatively slower compound five years growth rate, see Table 3.

TABLE 3: TOTAL POPULATION AND GROWTH RATES (PUR), 2006-2016

Geography 2006 2011 2016 Changes CGR (5yr%)
2006-2016

Greater Sydney 3,821,233 4,079,432 4,496,184 674,951 8.47%

Western City District 884,319 930,615 1,024,450 140,131 7.63%

Hawkesbury 60,557 62,353 64,591 4,034 3.28%

Source: ABS Census 2006, 2011 and 2016, SGS Economic and Planning
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Population density

Compared to the surrounding LGAs, Hawkesbury LGA has a relatively low residential density
at 1,141 persons per square kilometres. Overall, Greater Sydney has a higher density
compared to both the Western City District and Hawkesbury, see Table 4.

TABLE 4: COMPARATIVE POPULATION DENSITY - PEOPLE PER SQM, 2016

Geography 2011 2016 Growth Rates
Greater Sydney 2,560 2,623 2.49%
Western City District 1,490 1,397 -6.28%
Hawkesbury 1,272 1,141 -10.27%

Source: ABS Census 2019, 3218.0 - Regional Population Growth, Australia

4.3 Internal and Overseas Migration

Compared to Greater Sydney and the Western City District, Hawkesbury LGA has a lower
compound five years growth rates in internal, overseas and local migrations.*

TABLE 5: INTERNAL AND OVERSEAS MIGRATION FIVE YEARS GROWTH RATES (PUR), 2011-2016

Place of Usual Residence (PUR) 5yr ago Internal Overseas Local Unknown
Greater Sydney 6.75% 13.94% 3.78% 5.08%
Western City District 13.35% 14.99% 2.94% 7.24%
Hawkesbury 5.69% 0.36% 0.38% 4.49%

Source: ABS Census 2011 and 2016, SGS Economic and Planning

Moving to Hawkesbury LGA

Most people who moved to Hawkesbury LGA, five years ago, are from Blacktown LGA (26 per
cent of the internal and overseas migration population), followed by the Hills Shire and
Penrith LGAs. See the table below for the top ten places where people have lived five years
ago (from 2016).

TABLE 6: TOP TEN PLACE OF RESIDENCE FIVE YEARS AGO (PUR),2016

Place of Usual Residence (PUR) 5yr ago Number of Persons Share of Total Migration Population
Blacktown (C) 2,943 25.77%
The Hills Shire (A) 1,735 15.19%
Penrith (C) 1,407 12.32%
Overseas 701 6.14%
Blue Mountains (C) 297 2.60%
Hornsby (A) 296 2.59%
Parramatta (C) 282 2.47%
Central Coast (C) (NSW) 193 1.69%
Cumberland (A) 193 1.69%
Northern Beaches (A) 108 0.95%

Source: ABS Census 2016

4 Internal refers to people who moved within Australia, overseas refers to people who moved from overseas, local refers to
people who moved within the same geographical area as where they were five years ago.
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Moving out of Hawkesbury LGA

Most people who moved out of the Hawkesbury LGA, in the last five years, relocated to the
Penrith LGA. See the table below for the top ten places where people migrated to from
Hawkesbury LGA.

TABLE 7: TOP TEN PLACE OF USUAL RESIDENCE IN 2016 (PUR)

Place of Usual Residence in 2016 Number of persons Share of total migration population
Penrith (C) 1,477 13.87%
Blacktown (C) 1,156 10.86%
The Hills Shire (A) 770 7.23%
Central Coast (C) (NSW) 537 5.04%
Blue Mountains (C) 311 2.92%
Parramatta (C) 240 2.25%
Port Stephens (A) 239 2.24%
Mid-Coast (A) 200 1.88%
Shoalhaven (C) 182 1.71%
Gold Coast (C) 166 1.56%

Source: ABS Census 2016

Where are we going?

Looking at NSW Government (TfNSW) travel zone level (TZ) projections, Hawkesbury LGA is
forecasted to have lower growth rates compared to both Greater Sydney and the Western
City District. There is an increase in the compound five years growth rate from historical
trends, by 2.2 percentage points. Hawkesbury LGA is projected to grow an additional 16,326
people during the 2016-2036 period, reaching 80,917 people, see Table 8. It should be noted
that these are the current NSW Government TZ level projections, however, revised projection
are envisaged to be released later this year, and an update at that stage to determine and
differences in population projections should be considered at that time.

TABLE 8: ABS HISTORICAL AND TFNSW FORECASTED COMPARATIVE POPULATION TOTALS AND GROWTH
RATES (2016-2036)

Geography 2016 (PUR) 2021 2026 2031 2036 Changes CGR (5yr%)
2016-2036
Greater Sydney 4,496,184 4,976,423 5,397,508 5,810,257 6,257,861 1,761,677 8.62%

Western City District 1,024,450 1,139,443 1,264,923 1,378,141 1,510,137 485,687 10.19%
Hawkesbury 64,591 68,958 72,873 76,842 80,917 16,326 5.80%

Source: ABS Census 2016 and TfNSW — Travel Zone Projections 2016 (TZP16 v1.5)
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4.4  Age Profile

Where are we now?

The population pyramid below illustrates that Hawkesbury LGA has a large proportion of
residents in the Mature Adult group (45 to 64 years). The shape of the population pyramid
shows that Hawkesbury has an ageing population with smaller proportion of residents in the
younger age cohorts. This type of population pyramid is called constrictive population
pyramid and is typical in areas with higher levels of social-economic status, were the general
population can live to a relatively old age.

FIGURE 8: POPULATION PYRAMID BY FIVE YEARS AGE GROUP AND SEX, 2016

| = Male %
|
I = Female %

Source: ABS Census 2016

The majority of the precincts have a larger proportion of mature adults® than any other age
groups, as is consistent with the ageing population trend observed in Hawkesbury LGA. The
only exception is Yarramundi, where the largest age group is youth (27 per cent). The
Richmond District, Richmond North and the Northern Area have higher numbers of retirees
(19.5, 18.8 and 20.7 per cent respectively) and Bligh Park, Glossodia and Pitt Town have
higher numbers of children (9.2, 8.3 and 8.6 per cent respectively) than other precincts.

> Age profile definition: Children 0-5; Youth 5-20; Young Adult 20-30; Adult 30-45; Mature Adults 45-65; Retirees 65+
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FIGURE 9: AGE PROFILE - PRECINCT LEVEL 2016
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How are we different?

As compared to Greater Sydney and the Western City District, Hawkesbury LGA has a higher
proportion of older population (Mature Adult and Retirees) (see Figure 10).
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FIGURE 10: COMPARATIVE PROPORTION OF AGE GROUPS 2016
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Hawkesbury LGA has experienced similar structural change to the Western City District and
Greater Sydney, with a declining younger cohort and a growing older cohort (see Figure 11).

FIGURE 11: COMPARATIVE STRUCTURAL CHANGE OF AGE GROUPS 2006 TO 2016
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Where are we going?

Hawkesbury LGA’s age group growth is in line with the wider ageing population trend. This
trend is more dominant in Hawkesbury LGA than some other parts of Greater Sydney, as
Hawkesbury LGA has a higher five years growth rate of retirees (25 per cent) than Greater
Sydney (16 per cent).

The ageing population trend is expected to continue as people live longer. Most people who
moved to the Hawkesbury LGA five years ago are adults (see Figure 12).
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There is a need for Council to consider this trend and plan for appropriate housing and work

with others to provide appropriate services. Polices that aim at attracting or retaining younger

adults should also be considered.

FIGURE 12: CROSS TABULATION OF PEOPLE WHO MOVED TO HAWKESBURY FIVE YEARS AGO AND AGE
GROUPS, 2016
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Source: ABS Census, 2016

Population projections reflect the ageing population trend as well. Compared to Greater
Sydney and the Western City District, Hawkesbury LGA is projected to experience a greater
structural shift towards an older population (see Figure 13).

FIGURE 13: COMPARATIVE FORECASTED CHANGE IN POPULATION AGE STRUCTURE (2021-2036)
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Source: TINSW — Travel Zone Projections 2016 (TZP16 v1.5)
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4.5  Cultural and Language Diversity
Where are we now?

Ancestry and Language Spoken at Home

Hawkesbury LGA has a high proportion of people who speak English at home (94 per cent),
while other languages are Maltese, Chinese, South Slavic and Italian, none of which accounts
for over one per cent of the population.

People who identified as having a British or Australian ancestry make up 73 per cent of the
total population. As a result, the Hawkesbury LGA is less culturally diverse as compared to
some other parts of Greater Sydney.

FIGURE 14: LANGUAGE SPOKEN AT HOME, 2016
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Indigenous Status

In 2016, 4 per cent of people in Hawkesbury identified as Indigenous (2,395 persons).
Hawkesbury has a 2 per cent compound five years growth in the area’s Indigenous
population.

FIGURE 15: INDIGENOUS POPULATION DENSITY
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How are we different?

Ancestry and Language Spoken at Home

Compared to Greater Sydney and the Western City District, Hawkesbury LGA has a lower
proportion of people speaking languages other than English at home. See Table 9 for a
comparison of the proportion of residents who speak Hawkesbury LGA’s top five languages at
home.

TABLE 9: TOP FIVE LANGUAGES THAT RESIDENTS IN HAWKESBURY SPEAK AT HOME, 2016

Rank Language Spoken at Home Hawkesbury Western City District ~ Greater Sydney
1 English Nossam | ea00% 50.84%
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Mattese l098% . 045% 0.25%

2
3 Chinese 0.69% 3.10%
4 South Slavic 0.58% 1.48%
5 Italian 0.48%
Other 3.44% 28.63% 27.91%

Source: ABS Census 2016

Indigenous Status

Compared to Greater Sydney and the Western City District, Hawkesbury has greater growth
rate at 44 per cent as compared to 25 per cent for Greater Sydney and 33 per cent for
Western City District. Hawkesbury also has higher share of people with indigenous status, see
figure below.

FIGURE 16: COMPARATIVE INDIGENOUS STATUS 2016
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Source: ABS Census, 2016

4.6 Education Attainment

Note: Due to the way ABS has captured data, historical comparison between Secondary
Education and other educational attainments is not possible. Hence Secondary Education has
been excluded from the time series analysis.

Where are we now?

Most people in Hawkesbury LGA have attained a secondary education, accounting for 46 per
cent of people who provided an adequate response to the Census question, followed by a VET
qualification (40 per cent), and then Undergraduate ( 10 per cent), and Postgraduate ( 4 per
cent).

For non-school qualifications including VET, Undergraduate and Postgraduate degrees, most
people studied Engineering and Related Technologies (23 per cent), followed by Management
and Commerce (22 per cent) and Society and Culture (18 per cent). Most people studied
Engineering at the Certificate Level (see Table 10).

SGS HAWKESBURY DEMOGRAPHICS STUDY 24
Economics
& Planning



TABLE 10: FIELD OF STUDY BY DEGREE LEVEL HAWKESBURY LGA, 2016
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Within the Engineering field, Electrical and Electronic Engineering study is the more popular
choice, followed by Mechanical and Automotive Engineering studies. The high percentage of
people who studied Engineering indicates a skilled local workforce that could leverage local

industrial businesses.

TABLE 11: ENGINEERING STUDIES, 2016

Engineering studies

Electrical and Electronic Engineering and Technology

Mechanical and Industrial Engineering and Technology

Automotive Engineering and Technology
Engineering and Related Technologies, nfd
Manufacturing Engineering and Technology
Aerospace Engineering and Technology
Process and Resources Engineering

Civil Engineering

Other Engineering and Related Technologies
Maritime Engineering and Technology
Geomatic Engineering

Source: ABS Census 2016
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How are we different?

Compared to Greater Sydney and the Western City District, people in Hawkesbury LGA are
less likely to obtain an Undergraduate or higher degree and more likely to acquire a VET
degree. This suggest that Hawkesbury LGA has more people with manual than cognitive skills.

FIGURE 17: COMPARATIVE LEVEL OF HIGHEST EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT, 2016
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Historical trends show that Hawkesbury has a lower compound five-year growth rate for
undergraduate and higher degrees as compared to Greater Sydney and the Western City
District. Higher growth rates are observed for VET degrees.

FIGURE 18: COMPARATIVE COMPOUND 5 YEAR GROWTH RATES (2006-2016)
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4.7 Socio-Economic Status

Most parts of Hawkesbury LGA are doing relatively well socio-economically, with a few
exceptions. The table below shows the Index of Relative Socio-economic Advantage and

Disadvantage (IRSAD) by suburbs, it includes all the suburbs within Hawkesbury LGA that have

a usual population larger than 1,000 people. The deciles range from 2 to 10, representing
some of the most disadvantaged (2) and relatively advantaged (10) suburbs in NSW.

TABLE 12: IRSAD BY SUBURBS OF MORE THAN 1,000 USUAL RESIDENTS

Suburbs

South Windsor
Richmond (NSW)
Hobartville (NSW)
Vineyard
Windsor (NSW)
Bligh Park

North Richmond
Riverstone
Glossodia
Freemans Reach
McGraths Hill
Wilberforce (NSW)
Bowen Mountain
Oakville

East Kurrajong
Grose Vale
Kurrajong
Kurrajong Heights
Maraylya

Pitt Town

Windsor Downs

Source: ABS Census, 2016

Figure 19 shows that Hawkesbury LGA is diverse in its socio-economic performance. It is

Usual Residents 2016
5,892
5,482
2,744
1,166
1,891
6,366
4,977
7,247
2,828
1,973
2,552
3,007
1,571
1,964
2,195
1,265
3,062
1,342
1,244
3,033

1,179

IRSAD Decile

10

10

relatively socio-economically advantaged, especially in the northern areas, with some pockets
of disadvantage. South Windsor is among the lowest 20 per cent of all suburbs in NSW under

the index which identifies disadvantage, whereas Pitt Town and Windsor Downs are among

the highest 10 per cent of all suburbs in NSW.
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FIGURE 19: INDEX OF RELATIVE SOCIO-ECONOMIC ADVANTAGE AND DISADVANTAGE (IRSAD) SCORES
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Homelessness estimation (ABS)

Hawkesbury LGA as compared to other parts of Greater Sydney has a relatively small number
of people who were likely to have been homeless on Census night.® See Figure 20.

ABS Census estimated that 182 persons were likely to have been homeless in 2016 in
Hawkesbury (SA3), and 322 persons were likely to have been homeless in Richmond-Windsor
(SA3).

5 ABS Census provides an estimation of how many people who were likely to have been homeless on Census night, the
following groups were included: persons living in improvised dwellings, tents or sleeping out; persons in supported
accommodation for the homeless; persons staying temporarily with other households; persons living in boarding houses;
Persons in other temporary lodgings; and persons living in 'severely' crowded dwellings.
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FIGURE 20: HOMELESSNESS BY SA3, 2016
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Low Income Households Hawkesbury has a slightly higher proportion of welfare
dependent families with children than Greater Sydney, but it is less than the Western City
District.

TABLE 13: LOW INCOME FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN, 2017

Geography Low income, welfare- Total families % low income,
dependent families (with welfare-
children) dependent

families (with
children)

Greater Sydney 85,910 1,159,179 7.41%

Western City District 33,239 269,347 12.34%

Hawkesbury 1,318 17,137 7.69%

Source: PHIDU, 2020

Unemployment beneficiaries Similar to the low-income household data above,
Hawkesbury has a slightly higher proportion of people aged 16 to 64 years that are
receiving an unemployment benefit compared to Greater Sydney, however it is less than
the Western City District.

TABLE 14: UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFICIARIES, 2017

Geography People receiving an Persons aged 16 to 64 years Proportion of
unemployment benefit people receiving

an
unemployment
benefit

Greater Sydney 103,183 3,214,419 3.21%

Western City District 38,526 701,540 5.49%

Hawkesbury 1,543 43,013 3.59%

Source: PHIDU, 2020

The Effective Job Density (EJD)” map below shows that Hawkesbury residents have relatively
low job accessibility, largely due to lack of public transport connection, and the distance from
major employment concentrations (Parramatta and Sydney).

7 EJD is a measure of the relative concentration of employment, derived from the density and accessibility of all jobs across
a region.
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