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SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 

SECTION 4 – Reports of Committees 
Item: 081 

Item: 081 ROC - Disaster and Emergency Committee - 31 March 2022 - (151940, 95495) 

Directorate: Infrastructure Services 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT: 

The purpose of this report is to present the Minutes of the Disaster and Emergency Committee, held on 31 
March 2022. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

Two matters (Items 1 and 2), contained within the minutes of the Disaster and Emergency Committee have 
policy or financial implications to Council. They therefore require specific consideration by Council, the 
details of which are discussed in the report below. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That in relation to the Minutes of the Disaster and Emergency Committee Meeting held on the 31 March 
2022: 

1. Council receive and note the Disaster and Emergency Committee Minutes in respect to Item 1
(points 1 and 2 of the Committee’s recommendation), and Item 2 (point 1 of the Committee’s
recommendation).

2. Council endorse the Committee Recommendations in respect of Item 1 (points 3 and 4 of the
Committee’s recommendation), namely:

i. Identify matters for further action or resolution by Council including:

a) Management of drainage and stormwater clearing
b) That this committee reconvene within eight weeks
c) Discussion about the concerns of rural and remote communities, and how

Council can restore access earlier to these communities
d) Request Water NSW to provide community education
e) Electricity supply
f) Pitt Town evacuation route
g) Provision of emergency food and supplies
h) Riverbanks
i) Evacuation Centres.

ii. Staff compile the feedback from the submissions and refer them to the relevant
agencies and referrals and responses be reported back to the Committee.

3. Council endorse the Committee Recommendations in respect of Item 2 (points 2, 3 and 4 of
the Committee’s recommendation), namely:

i. Recommend the formation of a working group to the Committee to act as an advisory
group for Council’s grant funded floodplain management projects, including:
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a) Review of Hawkesbury Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan 2012 
(Scheduled for completion in December 2022). 

 
b) Flood Study and Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan – Macdonald and 

Colo Rivers, Webbs and Greens Creeks (Scheduled for completion in December 
2022). 

c) Redbank Creek Flood Study and Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan 
(Scheduled for completion in September 2023). 

 
ii. Ensure points 4 and 6 from the resolution of the Committee meeting of 7 September 

2021 are implemented. 
 
iii. Staff be requested by the Committee to provide information on the cost of employing a 

Flood Officer, or potentially the sharing of such a position with a neighbouring Council 
such as Penrith. 

Strip 

 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Disaster and Emergency Committee met on 31 March 2021. The agenda is available here and 
attachments to items in the agenda are available here. 
 
The Disaster and Emergency Committee considered staff reports on a range of matters as shown in the 
minutes attached as Attachment to the report. The following items require specific consideration by 
Council: 
 
Item 1 – Emergency Planning Response March 2022 Flood 
 
Point 3 of the Committee’s recommendation: 
 

"3. Identified matters for further action or resolution by Council including: 
 

a) Management of drainage and stormwater clearing 
b) The Disaster and Emergency Committee reconvene within eight weeks 
c) Discussion about the concerns of rural and remote communities, and how Council can 

restore access earlier to these communities 
d) Request Water NSW to provide community education 
e) Electricity supply 
f) Pitt Town evacuation route 
g) Provision of emergency food and supplies 
h) Riverbanks 
i) Evacuation Centres" 

 
A meeting of the Disaster and Emergency Committee is being scheduled for a time in eight weeks in order 
to consider the matters raised during the meeting. 
 
Officers are working through the list of matters raised, and where necessary seeking input from external 
agencies/organisations. 
 
At the time of writing this report, the Hawkesbury is once again experiencing Major and Moderate flooding 
(Richmond and Windsor respectively) with a number of evacuation orders and warnings in place, the North 
Richmond Bridge closed and various State and Local Roads closed.  
 
It is anticipated that the flooding will be less than the March 2021 and March 2022 events and may be 
similar to the February 2020 event. It remains to be seen how these current events will impact the recovery 
activities from the March 2022 event. 
 

https://www.hawkesbury.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/203721/20220331Agenda.pdf
https://www.hawkesbury.nsw.gov.au/your-council/committees-and-organisations/council-committees
https://www.hawkesbury.nsw.gov.au/your-council/committees-and-organisations/council-committees
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Notwithstanding, officers have commenced investigations into items (a), (c), (f) and (h), will continue these 
and undertake investigation into remaining matters as resources permit. 
 
Point 4 of the Committee’s recommendation: 
 

"4. Recommends Council Staff to compile the feedback from the submissions and refer them to 
the relevant agencies and referrals and responses be reported back to the Committee." 

 
Work has already commenced in terms of categorising the 101 submissions/comments received via 
Council’s YourHawkesbury-YourSay community engagement site. In addition to categorising the 
submissions/comments, responsible agencies are being identified and responses will be sought. It is 
anticipated that the consolidated responses to these matters will be completed for the next Disaster and 
Emergency Committee meeting to be scheduled no more than eight weeks after the last Committee 
meeting. 
 
Item 2 – Update on Floodplain Management Projects 
 
Point 2 of the Committee’s recommendation: 
 

"2. Recommend the formation of a working group to the Committee to act as an advisory group 
for Council’s grant funded floodplain management projects, including: 

 
a) Review of Hawkesbury Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan 2012 (Scheduled 

for completion in December 2022). 
 
b) Flood Study and Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan – Macdonald and Colo 

Rivers,  Webbs and Greens Creeks (Scheduled for completion in December 
2022). 

 
c) Redbank Creek Flood Study and Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan 

(Scheduled for completion in September 2023)." 
 
A working group to the Committee to act as an advisory group for Council’s grant funded floodplain 
management projects can be formed. In terms of membership of the working group, Council already has a 
working relationship with relevant state agencies in respect of these projects, including Department of 
Planning and Environment, SES, INSW, Resilience NSW, Bureau of Meteorology, and Transport for NSW. 
In addition to these agencies, Councillor membership of the working group needs to be determined. 
Council may also wish to consider community representative representation on the working group, 
particularly for the Macdonald/Colo Rivers project. Should Council wish to support community 
representation on the working group it is recommended that Council seek that representation directly from 
community representatives within the Macdonald/Colo Rivers area.  
 
Point 3 of the Committee’s recommendation: 
 

"3. Ensure Points 4 and 6 from the resolution of the Disaster and Emergency Committee Meeting 
of 7 September 2021 are implemented." 

 
The resolution of the Committee on 7 September 2021 included the following: 
 

"4. Receive an update on the advocacy seeking increased resilience for infrastructure, in 
particular electricity, during extreme weather events. 

 
6. Hold a workshop for Councillors, and invite Robyn Preston MP and Susan Templeman MP to 

participate:  
 

a) To establish a protocol around engagement at the representative level between the 3 
levels of government 

b) To define the role of Councillors in Emergency Management 
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c) To compile a list of frequently asked questions received by Councillors from residents 
during and after extreme events, which can be incorporated into existing, or if 
necessary, new plans or policies 

d) To assess the need for sub-committees or working groups to address any identified 
gaps which may require further investigation and solutions." 

 
Arrangements for a workshop to discuss these matters is being scheduled. 
 
Point 4 of the Committee’s recommendation: 
 

"4. Request that Council Staff provide information on the cost of employing a Flood Officer, or 
potentially the sharing of such a position with a neighbouring Council such as Penrith." 

 
Relevant information with respect to employing a Flood Officer or sharing such a position with a 
neighbouring Council can be provided by the next scheduled meeting of the Disaster and Emergency 
Committee. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
AT - 1 Minutes of the Disaster and Emergency Committee Meeting held on 31 March 2022. 
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AT - 1 Minutes of the Disaster and Emergency Committee Meeting held on 31 March 2022 
 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Disaster and Emergency Committee held in the Council Chambers and by 
Audio-Visual link, on 31 March 2022, commencing at 6:30pm. 
 
Present: Councillor Patrick Conolly, Mayor, Hawkesbury City Council - Chairperson 

Councillor Barry Calvert, Deputy Mayor, Hawkesbury City Council 
Councillor Shane Djuric, Hawkesbury City Council 

 Councillor Mary Lyons-Buckett, Hawkesbury City Council 
Councillor Jill Reardon, Hawkesbury City Council 
Councillor Sarah Richards, Hawkesbury City Council 
Councillor Les Sheather, Hawkesbury City Council 
Councillor Paul Veigel, Hawkesbury City Council 
Councillor Danielle Wheeler, Hawkesbury City Council 
Councillor Nathan Zamprogno, Hawkesbury City Council 

 
In Attendance: Ms Karen Clogher, New South Wales Police Force 

Mr Kevin Jones, NSW State Emergency Service 
Mr Matthew Waldon, NSW Fire and Rescue 
Mr Michael Morris, NSW Fire and Rescue 
Ms Karen Hodges, Rural Fire Service NSW 
Mr Stephen Yeo, Infrastructure NSW 
Ms Emma Whale, Infrastructure NSW 
Mr Dean Betts, Resilience NSW 
Mr Bruno Monteleone, Transport for NSW 
Ms Elizabeth Richardson, Hawkesbury City Council 
Mr Laurie Mifsud, Hawkesbury City Council 
Mr Will Barton, Hawkesbury City Council 
Ms Linda Perrine, Hawkesbury City Council 
Ms Meagan Ang, Hawkesbury City Council 
Ms Jackie Carr, Hawkesbury City Council 
Mr Andrew Kearns, Hawkesbury City Council 
Mr Charles McElroy, Hawkesbury City Council 
Ms Tracey Easterbrook, Hawkesbury City Council 
 

 
APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Eddie Dogramaci and Amanda Kotlash. 
 
RESOLVED on the motion of Councillor Sarah Richards, seconded by Councillor Jill Reardon that the 
apologies be accepted. 
 
 
Councillor Zamprogno arrived at the meeting at 6:34pm. 
 
Councillor Zamprogno left the meeting at 7:57pm. 
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Attendance Register of Disaster and Emergency Committee 
 

Member 4/04/2021 

Councillor Barry Calvert  

Councillor Patrick Conolly  

Councillor Shane Djuric  

Councillor Eddie Dogramaci A 

Councillor Amanda Kotlash A 

Councillor Lyons-Buckett  

Councillor Jill Reardon  

Councillor Sarah Richards  

Councillor Les Sheather  

Councillor Paul Veigel  

Councillor Danielle Wheeler  

Councillor Nathan Zamprogno  
 

Key: A = Formal Apology  = Present  X = Absent - no apology 
 
 
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
There were no Declarations of Interests made. 
 
 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
RESOLVED on the motion of CouncillorCalvert, seconded by Councillor Richards that the Minutes of the 
Disaster and Emergency Committee held on the 7 September 2021, be confirmed. 
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Item: 001 DE - Emergency Planning Response March 2022 Flood - (151940, 95495) 
 
Directorate: Infrastructure Services 
 
 
Mr Mark Hartley, Mr Paul Bryant, Mr David Gearin, Mr Peter Ryan, Ms Jeanette Haden, Mr Stephen Boots, 
Mr William Sneddon and Ms Maree Fayne addressed the Committee Meeting.  
 
The Mayor, Councillor Patrick Conolly tabled additional community member submissions received from 
Council through YourHawkesbury-YourSay, attached as Attachment 1 to Item 1 of the minutes. 
 

OFFICERS RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Disaster and Emergency Committee: 
 
1. Consider the information in the report relating to Emergency Planning and Response. 
 
2. Receive the presentations from relevant agencies; and 

 
3. Identify matters for further action or resolution by Council. 
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

RESOLVED on the motion of Councillor Sheather, seconded by Councillor Reardon. 

That the Committee: 
 
1. Receive the information in the report relating to Emergency Planning and Response. 
 
2. Receive the presentations from relevant agencies 

 
3. Identified matters for further action or resolution by Council including:  

 
a) Management of drainage and stormwater clearing 
b) The Disaster and Emergency Committee reconvene within eight weeks 
c) Discussion about the concerns of rural and remote communities, and how Council can 

restore access earlier to these communities 
d) Request Water NSW to provide community education 
e) Electricity supply 
f) Pitt Town evacuation route 
g) Provision of emergency food and supplies 
h) Riverbanks 
i) Evacuation Centres 

 
4. Recommends Council Staff compile the feedback from the submissions and refer them to the 

relevant agencies and referrals and responses be reported back to the Committee. 
 
 
 

For the Motion:  Councillors Conolly, Calvert, Djuric, Lyons-Buckett, Reardon, Richards, 
Sheather, Veigel, Wheeler and Zamprogno. 

 
Against the Motion:  Nil. 
 
Absent:    Councillors Dogramci and Kotlash. 
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AT - 1 Tabled additional submissions received from Council through  
YourHawkesbury-YourSay 
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Item: 002 DE - Update on Floodplain Management Projects - (151940, 95498) 
 
Directorate: City Planning 
 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Disaster and Emergency Committee: 
 
1. Receive and note the information. 
 
2. Recommend the formation of a working group to the Committee to act as an advisory group for 

Council’s grant funded floodplain management projects, including: 
 

a) Review of Hawkesbury Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan 2012 (Scheduled for 
completion in December 2022). 
 

b) Flood Study and Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan – Macdonald and Colo Rivers, 
Webbs and Greens Creeks (Scheduled for completion in December 2022). 
 

c) Redbank Creek Flood Study and Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan (Scheduled for 
completion in September 2023). 

 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

RESOLVED on the motion of Lyons-Buckett, seconded by Councillor Wheeler. 
 
That the Committee:  
 
1. Receive and note the information. 
 
2. Recommend the formation of a working group to the Committee to act as an advisory group for 

Council’s grant funded floodplain management projects, including: 
 

a) Review of Hawkesbury Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan 2012 (Scheduled for 
completion in December 2022). 

 
b) Flood Study and Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan – Macdonald and Colo Rivers, 

Webbs and Greens Creeks (Scheduled for completion in December 2022). 
 
c) Redbank Creek Flood Study and Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan (Scheduled for 

completion in September 2023). 
 

3. Ensure Points 4 and 6 from the resolution of the Disaster and Emergency Committee Meeting of 7 
September 2021 are implemented. 
 

4. Request that Council Staff provide information on the cost of employing a Flood Officer, or 
potentially the sharing of such a position with a neighbouring Council such as Penrith. 
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For the Motion:  Councillors Conolly, Calvert, Djuric, Lyons-Buckett, Reardon, Richards, 
Sheather, Veigel, Wheeler and Zamprogno. 

 
Against the Motion:  Nil. 
 
Absent:    Councillors Dogramci, Kotlash and Zamprogno. 
 
 
 
The meeting terminated at 8:35pm. 

 
 

oooO  END OF REPORT  Oooo 
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